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MEDICINE 


TO  THE 


LADIES    and  GENTLEMEN, 

Pupils  of  my  Different  Claffes. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

With  your  Permiffion,and  according  to  your 
Wiihes,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  dedicating  to  you  all 
my  Le&ures  upon  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Animal  Electricity  and  Magnetifm,  &c.  &c.  to 
which  Phcenomenayouhavebeenfo  often  WitnelTes, 
and  whereby  yourfelves  can,  and  have  often  pro- 
duced the  fame  Effects.  You  no  longer  doubt  then- 
Reality;  and  as  you  are  in  Poifeffion  of  the  Fa- 
culty of  your  Senfes,  viz.  Sight,  Feeling,  and  five 
Senfes  (which  however  llrange  it  may  appear,  you 
know  we  all  polfefs)  it  is  the  ftrongeft  Reafon  why 
you  no  longer  hefitate.  You  daily  hear  Ignorance 
condemn  what  it  cannot  comprehend ;  and  thofe 
half-learned  Beings,  who  laugh  at  you  and  me,  and 
call  it  an  Impofition,  &c.  becaufe  it  does  not  ftrike 

their 
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their  Ideas.    A  liberal  Man  fuperior  to  Prejudice, 
fhould  investigate  die  Truth,  before  he  panes  Con- 
demnation; but  you  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  who 
walk  in  a  more  enlightened  Path  of  Life,  and  whofe 
Education  and  Birth  place  you  high  above  vulgar 
Prejudices,  Doubts  and  Sufpicions,  defpife  them 
I  hope,  as  you  are  convinced  of  their  Futility,  and 
uncharitable  Attempts.  You  well  know  what  Oppo- 
fition  Innoculation  and  Electricity  met  with  in 
the  Infancy  of  their  Eftabiifhments,  till  mccefsful 
Experience,  Time,  and  the  manifeft  Advantages 
refulting  fromfuch  Doctrines,  removed  the  darkening 
Clouds  of  Prejudice  from  the  Sight  of  thofe  who 
afterwards  became  Converts  to  their  valuable  Princi- 
ples.  Who  could  have  imagined,  twenty  years  ago 
that  Electricity  would  ever  have  been  employed  Me- 
dicinally ?  It  is  not  to  the  Doctors  we  are  indebted 
for  its  Progrefs,  but  to  Natural  Philofophers ;  Men 
no  way  interefted,  fave  for  the  Benefit  of  Society ; 
and,  in  Fact,  we  daily  perceive  Characters  in  private 
Situat  ons,  difcover  more  Information  than  all  the 
Medical  Tribe  have  ever  been  able  to  do. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  there  are  in  this  Country  fome 
diftinguimed  Characters  among  the  Faculty;  but, 
either  from  Pride  or  Prejudice,  I  have  not  been  fo' 
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liappy  as  to  meet  any  of  them.  Why  Animal  Elec- 
tricity and  Magnetifm,  &c.  like  feveral  other  fimple 
Medicines,  which  have  been  beneficial  to  Mankind, 
fhould  not  be  employed  ?  Have  not  Load-ftones  and 
Artificial  Magnets  been  proved  beneficial  in  many 
Cafes,  particularly  in  Spafmodic,  Nervous  Difeafes, 
&c.  and  approved  of  by  the  French  Academy  two 
years  ago  ?  For  my  Part,  I  have  no  other  Aim  but 
to  render  the  Science  known,  for  the  Advantage  of 
Mankind;  and  I  hope  by  the  Patronage  I  have 
already  experienced,  I  mail  fulfil  my  Million,  ac- 
cording to  my  Patent  granted  me  by  the  Philofo- 
phical  Harmonic  Society  at  Paris  ;  and  mall  efteern 
myfelf  happy  beyond  Expreffion,  to  convince  you 
of  its  good  EfFe&s,  and  the  Refpecl:  with  which 
I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  very  Devoted, 
Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  BELL. 


Animal  Ele&ricity  and  Magnetifm,  &c. 

DEMONSTRATED   BY  THE 

LAWS    of  NATURE, 

with  NEW  IDEAS  ufon 

MATTER    and  MOTION. 


PART  I. 

FUNDAMENTAL  TRUTHS. 

There  exifts  an  uncreated  principle  that  no  reafonable 
being  can  poflibly  deny,  that  is, 

GOD. 

There  are  in  nature  two  principles, 

MATTER    and  MOTION. 

The  elementary  Matter  is  one ;  the  fame  which  was 
employed  by  the  Creator  for  the  Formation  of  all  Beings. 

Motion  operates  upon  Matter,  and  is  the  unfolding  of 
all  PoflibiJities. 
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General  Ideas  upon  Matter  a:>d  Motion*. 

It  is  impoflible  to  have  an  accurate  idea  of  elementary 
Matter,  it  lies  between  the  tingle  and  the  compound  being. 
Impenetrably  conftitutes  its  elTence. 

Matter  is  indifferent  to  Motion  or  Reft. 

From  Matter  in  Motion  proceeds  Fluidity,  and  from 
Matter  in  Reft  refults  Solidity. 

If  two  or  more  contiguous  parts  of  Matter  are  at  reft, 
from  that  ftate  refults  a  Combination. 

Combination  is  a  ftate  relative  from  reft  to  the  motion  of 
matter. 

In  fuch  relations  alone  confifts  the  proportion  of  all 
poffible  forms  and  qualities. 

■ 

Matter  being  only  liable  to  different  combinations,  the 
notions  we  have  concerning  numbers,  or  arithmetical  quan- 
tities, may  ferve  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the  immenfity  of 
the  unfolding  of  poffibilities ;  confidering  the  various  parti- 
cles of  elementary  matter  as  fo  many  units,  it  is  eafy  to  con- 
ceive that  thefe  units  can  be  combined  by  2,  3,  4,  5,  &c. 
and  that  fuch  combinations  may  amount  to  an  infinite 
number, 

The 


(  "  ) 

The  feveral  re-unions  of  thofe  unities,  co.nftitu.te  the  firft 
fpecies  of  combination.  Then  confidering  thofe  original 
combinations  as  new  unities,  we  (hall  have  as  many  diffe- 
rent kinds  of  unities,  as  there  are  poffible  numbers,  and 
we  mail  ftill  be  able  to  conceive  the  union  of  thofe  unities 
together. 

If  thofe  unions  be  compounded  of  unities  of  the  fame 
Kind,  they  conftitute  the  homogeneous  matter ;  if  not, 
they  conftitute  the  heterogeneous  one. 

Every  one  of  thefe  new  combinations  being  ftill  liable  to 
be  extended  ad  infinitum,  we  can  eafily  conceive  the  im- 
menfity  of  poffible  combinations. 

Matter,  ftriclly  {peaking,  having  of  itfelf  no  quality,  is 
indifferent  to  any  combination;  and  the  properties,  which 
it  offers,  are  only  the  refult  of  various  combinations. 

A  quantity  of  matter  in  a  flate  of  combination,  confi- 
dered  as  forming  a  whole,  is  what  we  call  a  body. 

If  in  the  combination  of  the  conftituent  parts  of  a  body 
there  is  fuch  an  order,  that,  in  confequence  of  it,  there  re- 
falt  new  effects  or  combinations,  that  whole  is  an  organi- 
cal  body. 

A  whole,  in  which  fuch  order  is  not  to  be  feen,  is  call- 
ed an  iaorganical  body,  though  there  is  none  fo. 
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That  order  is  fufceptible  of  fcveral  degrees  of  perfection, 
from  which  fpring  the  different  degrees  of  organization. 

If  in  that  order,  there  is  obferved  fuch  a  perfection, 
that  from  it  refult  not  only  new  effects,  but  even  new 
combinations  of  the  fame  kind,  that  perfection  of  orga- 
nization is  called  Mould. 

If  we  confider  the  divers  parts  of  Matter  as  exifting  one 
without  the  other,  we  have  then  the  idea  of  Place. 

A  number  of  imaginary  points,  which  are  or  can  be 
filled  up  by  Matter,  determines  the  idea  of  Space. 

Whenever  Matter  changes  place  and  fucceffively  oc- 
cupies different  points,  that  change  is  called  Moti- 
on. 

Motion  Modifies  Matter. 

The  firft  Motion  is  an  immediate  effect  of  Creation  •, 
it  is  of  courfe  the  very  firffc  caufe  of  all  combinations  and 
forms. 

That  Original  Motion  is  univerfally  and  conftantly  kept 
up  by  the  mod  Ilender  and  loofe  parts  of  the  matter  called 
Fluid. 

In  every  motion  of  Fluid  Matter,  three  things  are  to  be 
confidered  ;  the  Direction,  Celerity,  and  Tone. 

A  Tone 
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A  Tone  is  that  kind  or  mode  of  determined  Motioa, 
•which  the  feveral  parts  have  between  them. 

There  are  two  forts  of  oppofite  directions;  by  the  one 
the  parts  come  near,  and  by  the  other  they  draw- 
back ;  Combination  is  operated  by  the  one,  DilTolution  by 
the  other.  All  poflible  directions  are  compounded  by  thole 
two. 

The  equality  of  Motion  in  thofe  two  directions,  pre- 
vents the  different  parts  from  drawing  back  or  coming 
near;  they  are  of  coirfe,  neither  in  a  ftate  of  Cohefion, 
nor  in  that  of  DifTolution,  which  conftitutes  the  ftate  of 
perfect  Fluidity. 

Combination  or  Cohefion  takes  place,  when  the  direct ioa 
of  the  parts  of  Motion  are  oppofite,  or  the  Celerity 
towards  the  fame  direction  is  unequal. 

The  different  forts  of  Motion  may  be  confidered  either 
in  the  whole  body  or  in  the  conftituent  parts. 

The  conftituent  parts  of  Fluid  Matter  may  be  com- 
bined in  all  poffible  manners,  and  receive  every  kind  of 
poflible  motion  between  them. 

All  qualities  either  of  Organical  or  Inorganical  bodies, 
depend  on  the  manner  according  to  which  the  parts  are 
combined,  and  the  Motion  of  thefe  parts  between  them. 


A  quantity 
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A  quantity  of  Fluid  put  into  Motion,  in  one  and  the 
fame  direction,  is  called  Current. 


'  If  we  fuppofe  a  Current,  which  by  infinuating  itfelf  in 
a  body,  is  divided  into  feveral  fmall  Currents,  very  flender, 
and  in  the  form  of  a  line,  thofe  fubdivifions  are  termed 
very  fmall  tubes. 

When  the  elementary  matter,  either  by  oppofite  di- 
rections or  unequal  celerities,  puts  itfelf  at  reft,  and  ac- 
quires fome  cohefion,  intervals  or  interfaces  refult  from 
the  manner  according  to  which  the  different  parts  are 
combined. 

The  interfaces  of  mafTes  remain  permeable  to  the  Cur- 
rent or  pores  of  fubtile  Matter. 

Every  body  dipt  in  a  fluid,  yields  to  the  Motion  of 
that  fluid;  from  whence  it  follows,  that  if  a  body  be  in  a 
current,  it  is  carried  away  in  its  direction,  what  never 
befalls  a  body  yielding  to  many  confufed  directions. 


If  a  body  moves  from  A.  to  B.  and  the  canfe  of  the 
Motion  be  in  A.  it  is  a  repulfion ;  if  that  caufe  was  in  B. 

it 
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it  would  be  an  attraction ;  but  if,  inftead  of  being  in  one 
or  the  other,  this  cauie  is  in  C.  it  is  an  intermediate  cur- 
rent, in  which  that  body  is  plunged,  and  the  attraction  or 
repulfion  are  only  apparent. 

The  caufe  of  the  apparent  attraction  or  repulfion  lies 
in  the  relative  direction  of  the  Currents  coming  in  and 
out. 

In  a  fpace  where  matter  admits  of  no  vacuum,  there 
cannot  exift  a  Current  coming  in  without  one  going  out ; 
and  vice  verfe. 

Application  of  the  General  Ideas  or  Un- 
foldings  of  nature. 

There  exifts  in  the  univerfe  an  uniform,  determined  and 
eonftant  fum  of  the  primitive  Motion  impreft  on  Matter. 

That  impulfion  mould  have  fufficed  to  give  Matter  all 
poffible  directions  and  progreffions  of  movement. 

(An  f(A)-(An 
i        1  I 

(B)J  l(B)-(B)J 

Every  thing  being  full,  and  matter  being  impenetrable, 
if  A.  moves  towards  B.  two  things  are  neceflary ;  B.  mud 
be  moved  and  A.  replaced.  This  propofition  accounts  for 
all  the  gradations  and  direftioas  of  Motion ;  we  explain  by 
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the  firft,  ecliptical  revolution  and  directions  according  to 
tangents  of  each  point  of  the  eclipfe. 

2.  A  lateral  impulfion,  and  how  fuch  an  impulfion  has 
produced  the  Motion  of  univerfal  and  particular  relation. 

3.  The  propagation  to  a  diftance  proportionate  to  the 
primitive  impulfion. 

4.  Univerfal  and  particular  Currents  more  or  lefs  com- 
pofed. 

5.  How  by  the  means  of  thofe  Currents,  the  fum  of  Mo- 
tion is  both  applied  and  diftributed  among  the  feveral  parts 
of  nature. 

6.  That  all  bodies  are  floating  in  a  Current  of  fubtile 
Matter. 

7.  How  by  oppofite  directions  and  unequal  celerities,  the 
particles  having  touched  one  another,  and  being  reunited 
to  lie  at  reft,  formed  the  firft  degree  of  cohefion. 

8.  How  again,  an  infinity  of  thofe  grofleft  molecules 
have  fuccefilvely  drawn  near  the  molt  confiderable  ones, 
and  ftuck  to  them,  which  has  conftituted  mafles,  which 
are  become  the  fpring  and  origin  of  all  bodies. 

9.  And  laftly,  how  in  the  modification  of  thofe  Currents 
BecefTarily  exifts  the  caufe  of  all  the  poffible  motions  and 

combinations, 


(    17  ) 

combinations,  which  have  hitherto  been  or  are  ^hereafter  to 
be  difplayed. 

Therefore,  in  the  infinite  number  of  the  combinations  of 
Matter,  which  divers  notions  had  either  ventured  or  attempt- 
ed fuch  as  were  perfect,  becaufe  no  contradiction  of  move- 
ment has  been  preferved,  and  by  improving  have  1  form- 
ed moulds  for  the  propagation  of  {pedes. 

Two  particles  at  reft  form  an  obftacle  to  the  two 
channels  of  the  currents  which  lead  to  them  ;  thefe  two 
channels  not  being  in  the  way  to  pafs,  directly  join  the 
neighbouring  channels,  the  Motion  of  which  they  haften, 
and  that  acceleration  is  in  proportion  to  the  fcarcity  and 
narrownefs  of  interfaces. 

On  the  approach  of  a  folid  body,  the  current  is  acce- 
lerated, and  that  acceleration  is  in  proportion  to  the  com- 
patibility or  folidity  of  the  body. 

If  the  channels  of  a  current  going  through  the  inter- 
ftices  of  the  Bodies  meet  with  no  obftacles,  they  obey 
their  firft  direction,  lofe  it  in  the  contrary  cafe,  and  expe- 
rience the  effects  of  a  confufed  motion. 

The  force  of  currents  is  in  compound  proportion  to 
the  number  of  the  channels  in  the  fame  direction,  and 
their  celerity. 

C     >  If, 
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.  If,  between  two  oppofite  bodies,  the  currents  coming 
out  are  predominant  over  thofe  coming  in,  from  thence  rc- 
fults  an  apparent'  attraction. 

The  equilibrium  and  neceflity  of  preflure,  require  that 
a  current  (hould  not  enter  into  a  body,  without  another 
like  wife  coming  out,  with  this  difference  alone,  that  the 
beams  of  the  current  coming  out  are  much  weaker,  be- 
caufe  they  are  difperfed  and  divergent. 

The  nature  of  univerfal  currents,  as  well  as  particular 
ones,  being  thus  determined,  the  origin  and  mafs  of 
celeftial  bodies  are  explained. 

The  coarfeft  Molecule  accidentally  formed,  is  become 
i    the  centre  of  a  particular  motion. 

That  current  as  it  has  carried  away  the  floating  hete- 
rogeneous matter,  with  which  it  was  furrounded,  has 
enlarged  that  central  body  5  its  current  being  accelerated, 
is  become  more  general,  and  has  feized  upon  the  coarfefl 
matter ;  that  action  has  been  fucceffively  extended,  and 
propagated  fo  far  as  the  diftance  where  it  was  counter- 
balanced by  the  like  action  of  another  central  body. 

That  action  having  equally  taken  place  from  all  parts  of 
the  circumference  towards  the  centre,  the  bodies  ne- 
ceffarily  become  fpheres. 

The  difference  of  their  mafs  has  depended  on  the  chance 
of  the  firft  Molecules  combination,  which  has  given  them 
more  or  lefs  confiftency. 

The 
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The  difference  of  their  mafs  anfwers  exactly  the 
extent  of  the  fpace  which  is  betwixt  them.  4 

As  each  matter  has  received  a  motion  of  rotation,  thence, 
remits  in  each  central  body  motion  on  ite  axis. 

Thofe  bodies  being  excentric  with  regard  to  the  vortex 
they  are  dipt  in,  move  from  the  centre,  until  the  centrific 
motion  be  proportionate  to  the  ftrength  of  the  current 
which  bears  towards  the  centre. 

All  celeftial  bodies  have  a  reciprocal  tendency  towards 
one  another ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  meet  in  the  currents 
which  they  tranfmit  to  one  another. 

That  tendency  is  in  proportion  to  their  mafs  and  dif- 
tance,  that  direction  is  more  directly  exercifed  betwixt  the 
points  of  their  furfaces,  which  are  oppofite  to  each  other. 

Thofe  fpherical  bodies  turn  upon  their  axis,  receive 
the  mutual  impreffion  on  that  fide,  and  fuch  impreffions 
conftitute  a  reciprocal  and  alternative  efFec\  which  in 
each  fphere  is  called  flux  and  reflux. 

Thofe  actions  and  relations  explained,  conftitute  the  re- 
ciprocal influence  between  all  celeftial  bodies. 

It  is  manifeft  in  the  moft  diflant  bodies,  by  the  reciprocal 
effects  they  operate  upon  each  other,  they  difturb  one 
another  in  their  revolutions,  and  flop  or  haften  their 
motion  in  their  orbits. 

C  2  Therefore, 
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Therefore,  there  is  a  conftant  law  in  nature,  that  all 
bodies  have  a  mutual  influence  upon  each  other,  and  con- 
fequently  that  influence  exercifes  itfelf  both  on  their  con- 
flituent  parts  and  their  properties. 

That  reciprocal  influence,  and  the  relations  demonftrated 
between  all  co-exifting  bodies,  is  what  is  called  Magnetifm. 


PART  II. 

GENERAL   IDEAS    on  MOTION. 

M  O  T I O  N  exifts  in  all  parts  of  the  univcrfe  ;  all 
bodies  are  endowed  with  a  certain  degree  of  motion  in 
proportion  to  their  different  organizations. 

None  are  in  a  perfect  ftate  of  reft. 

It  is,  however,  impoffible  to  imagine  how*  motion  de- 
ftroys  itfelf. 

Any  round  body  falls  oiF  my  Table,  rolls  on  my  Chair, 
falls  on  the  floor;  what  happens  in  confequencc  of  it? 
Does  it  ftand  at  reft  ?  No;  its  Motion  meets  with  an 
obftacle;  it  continues,  it  always  exifts;  or,  at  leaft,  it  lofes 

the 


*  We  underfland  here  by  Motion,  ihe  fingle  deplaciog  of  a  Body,  but 
ftrength,  which  is  the  principle  of  its  motion,  may  be  communicated,  pio- 
Pagated,  but  can  never  be  deftroyed. 
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the  motion  of  acceleration  to  preferve  only  that  of  its  owii 
gravitation  ;  it  has  communicated  the  former  to  the  body 
which  it  has  touched,  from  whence  it  will  fpread  in  the 
matter,  and  fo  far  divided  as  to  have  become  infenfible. 

If  there  were  no  animate  beings,  it  would  perhaps  be 
very  eafy  to  calculate  the  effect  of  all  pOffible  motions, 
whether  they  he  thofe  of  lublunary  bodies  or  celeftial  ones, 
which  all  tend  to  a  common  center  of  gravity.  But,  ani- 
mate beings  have  particular  motions  in  the  adopted  fyftem 
of  our  days,  that  fyftem  which  confiders  matter  only  as 
dead,  or  in  other  words  as  merely  paflive. 

Man  is  not  endowed  with  the  power  of  difcerning  the 
elTential  attributes  of  things,  and  it  is  only  through  exigence 
and  privation  that  we  conceive  any  diftinct  idea  of  them. 
It  is  thus  by  the  idea  of  the  night,  that  we  conceive  any 
diftin6f,  idea  of  the  day,  and  vice  verfa.  For,  were  we 
always  to  perceive  the  light,  that  continual  perception 
could  not  be  felt ;  at  lean;  we  could  neither  be  confeious  i 
of  it,  nor  be  able  to  give  it  any  proper  appellation. 

It  is  only  through  confequence  of  this  narrownefs 
of  our  faculties, that  we  are  acquainted  with  motion,  be- 
caufe  we  know  what  reft  is ;  we  have  feen  fome  beings 
moving,  and  others  at  reft;  from  whence  we  have  in- 
fered,  that  motion  did  not  always  exift. 

Suppofe  that  all  animate  beings  which  live  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth,  mould  knock  with  their  feet  at  the 
fame  inftant,  would  they  not  produce  an  additional  mo- 
tion ? 
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tion  ?  A  motion  which  could  not  have  been  forefeen  in 
the  laws  which  natural  philofophers  have  laid  down. 
That  motion  alfo  tends  towards  the  centre  of  the  earth, 
but  where  does  it  (top  ?  Where  is  it  to  be  annihilated  ? 

If  animate  matter  can  produce  irregular  motions,  is 
not  the  centre  wherein  thofe  motions  end,  to  be  animated 
itfelf,  that  it  may  be  proportionate  to  thofe  Anomalies, 
and  fo  reftore  the  equilibrium,  and  force,  that  are  the  pre- 
fcrvers  of  the  world. 

I  fay  more  ;  it  is  not  neceffary  to  have  any  regard  to  the 
motion  impreft  by  animate  matter,  to  conclude  that 
which  we  look  upon  as  dead;  for  even  the  globe  of  the 
earth  is  animated  ;  all  weigh  or  tend  towards  the  center 
of  that  globe  j  but  the  gravitation  is  in  reality  nothing 
clfe  but  an  impreft  motion  towards  a  determinate  direction. 
Or,  of  two  things,  one  muft  abfolutely  follow;  either  thofe 
motions  muft  be  reflected  with  new  directions  from  the 
center  of  the  earth,  or  they  muft  be  deftroyed.  But,  if 
it  be  true,  that  in  the  art  of  reafoning,  the  analogy  or 
method  of  Umplifying  the  principle  as  much  as  poffible, 
is  to  be  confidered  as  the  fureft  way  of  proceeding,  we 
fhall  be  authorifed  to  think  that  nature  modifies,  alters, 
diftributes,  rather  than  deftroys.  Thus,  as  we  acknow- 
ledge in  all  organized  bodies,  a  faculty  which  divides, 
diftributes  and  returns  all  thofe  motions,  whofe  impreffions 
they  receive,  or  rather  which  are  communicated  to  them, 
fmce  we  fee  that  thofe  motions  are  never  annihilated  ;  why 
fhould  wc  imagine  in  nature  an  incomprehenfible  pro- 
ceeding, a  fecret  quality  which  we  are  not  in  want  of  ? 

Why 
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Why  fliould  we  imagine  that  it  does  not  operate  upon 
fpheres  as  well  as  upon  individuals  ? 

If  the  known  laws  of  heavinefs,  communication  of 
motion,  &c.  folely  belong  to  dead  matter,  and  animated 
matter  can  arbitrarily  aft  upon  it,  all  animated  forces 
will  only  be  troublefome  ones,  and  all  will  be  in  confu- 
fion  in  the  univerfe. 

But,  if  all  matter  be  confidered  as  animated,  then  the 
phcenomena  of  the  whole  world  will  not  be  more  "ex- 
traordinary than  thofe  of  the  human  body,  whofe  bell 
phyfiologifts  could  not  explain  a  fingle  moment  of  ex- 
iftence,  if  they  did  not  admit  an  animated  principle  the 
preferver  of  it,  and  which,  by  laws  unknown  to  us,  com- 
penfates  al!  irregularities  of  paffions  and  impreffions. 

Now,  without  proceeding  any  farther  in  thofe  relations 
and  analogies,  the  paths  through  which  it  would  be  t 
difficult  tafk  to  purfue,  let  us  only  obferve  that  whatever 
can  be  confidered  as  the  Centre  of  the  action,  as  per- 
forming the  function  of  receiving,  diftributing,  and  fend- 
back  the  Motion,  always  feems  to  be  productive  of  a  more 
fubtile  Matter,  more  elaborate,  more  unlike  dead  matter, 
more  near  to  that  which  we  conceive  by  animated  matter. 

Let  us,  for  example,  only  mention  fpermatic  liquors, 
and  the  fpirits  which  feem  to  come  out  of  them  to  per- 
fect the  human  body,  tranfpiration,  emanations,  thofe 
currents  eftablimed  between  the  beings  which  lead  us  to 
imitation  and  make  us  yield  to  ftrange  motions,  fuch  as 

defires, 
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defires,  paffions,  fympathies,  antipathies,  &c.  even  Ani- 
mal Electricity  and  Magnetifm,  which  feem  to  be  the 
Great  Ocean  from  which  fprings  out  truly  the  animated 
matter. 

Nature  thus  leads  us  to  a  way  of  thinking,  which  pre- 
vents us  from  believing  that  the  interior  part  of  the  globe 
is  a  grand  receptacle  of  motion,  and  confequently  a  grand 
centre  of  activity.  Since  in  our  principles  there  are  no 
annihilated  motions,  what  hinders  us  from  thinking  that 
both  Electricity  and  Magnetifm  are  the  produce  of  that 
interior  elaboration,  the  particular  fecretions  of  the  globe, 
the  principles  of  that  vaft  individual's  life,  its  correfpon- 
dence  with  all  the  world. 

Suppofing  that  general    correfpondence    of  motions 
well  eftabliftied,  kept  up  by  a  fubtile  matter,  more  or 
lefs  animated,  fhould  we  not  then  more  eafily  explain  the 
duration  and  equality  of  celeftial  motions  ?  for,  on  one 
hand  it  is  a  little  repugnant  to  reafon,  to  imagine  an  ab- 
folute  vacuum  ;  and  on  the  other,  every  matter,  however 
clofdy  it  may  be  kept,  implies  the  idea  of  a  friction  and 
diminution  of  motion,  hence  we   (hall  find  ourfelves 
greatly  comforted  by  an  hypothefis,  which  fhall  (hew 
the  very  caufe  of  motion  in  the  fluids,  which  ought  to 
flop  it,  and  the  difference  would  proceed  from  this  prin- 
ciple alone  that  inftead  of  confidering  the  fpace  as  filled 
up  with  a  dead  and  paffive  matter,  we  fuppofe  it  con- 
ftantly   traverfed  by  currents,  which  both  keep  up  and 
preferve  the  motion. 

The 
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The  Decompofition  of  different  Parts  of  matter,  ex- 
tended through  all  fpace,  gives  room  to  the  unfolding 
and  encreafing  of  that  matter,  which  being  originally 
endowed  with  the  faculty  of  receiving,  is  affimilated 
in  confequence  of  that  primitive  Law;  the  molecules 
bearing  analogy  to  them  ;  and  even  nature  herfclf,  how- 
ever extenfive,  is  but  an  immenfe  Laboratory  in  which  all 
operations  fucceed  one  another  without  interruption. 

Every  motion  may  be  communicated  to  fome  parts  of 
matter,  and  increafe  that  which  is  proper  to  them,  in. 
conformity  however  to  the  law  given  to  it,  by  the  par- 
ticular arrangement  of  the  Body  which  receives  it  ;  from 
thence  it  follows  that  a  motion  is  never  given  in  the  fame 
manner  it  is  received. 

Three  blows  fucceffively  given  with  a  hammer,  on  a 
bell,  a  ftone,  or  a  mattrafs,  will  certainly  produce  three 
different  effects,  though  the  fame  inftrument  and  the  fame 
ftrength  had  been  employed  on  each  of  the  bodies. 

The  fame  folvent  employed  to  reduce  two  equal  parts 
of  different  matter,  will  produce  upon  one  a  confider- 
able  effervefcence,  whilft  the  divifion  of  the  other  ope- 
rates without  fcarcely  any  appearance  of  motion,  in  con- 
fequence of  the  difference  that  exifts  in  the  configuration 
of  their  parts. 

Therefore  the  encreafing  of  motion  communicated  by 
a  man  to  a  tree,  in  order  to  become  a  Center  of  motion 

D  to 
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to  repair  his  phyfical  aberrations,  will  be  received  by  the 
tree,  in  its  way,  and  returned  from  the  tree  to  the  man, 
who  will  alfo  return  it  in  his  own  manner,  on  account 
of  the  particular  properties  of  their  different  organs* 

Of  all  the  magnetic  actions  (which  confidered  atten- 
tively, may  be  looked  upon  alfo  as  belonging  to  Electricity, 
not  accidentally  but  elfentially  univerfal)  'nothing  repre- 
fents  a  chain  of  motion  more  calm  and  gentle,  and  more 
relative  to  the  reparation  of  the  Animal  Oeconomy  than 
a  healthy  tree  in  fummer  time  ;  becaufe,  being  continu- 
ally placed  in  the  fphere  of,  activity,  which  has  operated 
its  gradual  growth,  alimented  by  the  fame  ground,  and 
formed  in  the  fame  manner,  the  general  Currents  of  the 
World  operate  upon  it  with  equal  efforts  fo  that  it  exifts 
without  any  feeming  pertuibation ;  the  effects  produced 
carry  with  them  a  ftamp  of  the  fame  character  and  crifis 
by  which  the  difcovery  of  illnefs  is  produced ;  by  that 
means  it  feldom  extends  beyond  fleeping  ;  fo  that  the  Pa- 
tients are  deprived  of  their  other  faculties,  only  yielding 
to  the  repairing  action  of  nature. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  the  action  which  fhall  pro- 
ceed from  this  tree,  being  added  to  that  which  man  is 
poffeffed  of,  will  re-eflablifh  in  his  being  the  equillibri- 
urn,  which  is  never  interrupted  but  by  the  decreafing 
of  motion,  occafioned  by  divers  aberrations,  and  which 
being  attached  in  the  origin  of  their  formations,  fhall  be 
the  more  eafily  refolved,  and  fhall  oppofe  lefs  refin- 
ance. 

After 
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After  having  demonftrated  that  from  the  combination  of 
the  different  parts  of  matter  proceeds  a  tone  of  motion 
analogous  to  the  animal  economy,  it  is  neceflary  to  fhow 
how  man  is  compofed,  a  being  fo  extenfive  in  his  primi- 
tive properties,  that  he  feems  to  have  been  born  merely 
to  prefide  over  the  other  beings,  which  are  all  fubmitted 
to  him  who  is  endowed  with  the  faculty  of  thinking, 
judging,  &c.  and  in  whom  are  connefted,  as  in  a  common 
centre  all  motions  of  furrounding  bodies,  who  afts  again 
in  his  turn  on  the  fame  Bodies  with  more  or  lefs  energy 
in  confequence  of  his  will,  and  the  natural  tone  of  his 
organs. 

It  is  a  long  time  fince  the  law  of  the  ftrongefl:  has 
been  looked  upon  as  the  fafeft,  though  it  is  hot  always 
themofljufl:  but  it  is  now  time  to  explain  it  according 
to  the  Itriclnefs  of  the  exception. 

Man,  in  a  fhte  merely  phyfical,  like  all  other  parts  of 
matter,  has  the  motion  proper  to  his  organization,  fubor- 
dinated  to  the  general  motion  wh:ch  -he  obeys  in  the 
flate  of  his  fufpenfive  intellectual  faculties.  Like  them 
he  unfolds  hunfelf,  encreafes,  declines,  and  finifhes  by 
being  reftored  to  the  general  mafs,  in  order  to  be  decom- 
pofed ;  but  the  (lability  of  his  exigence  depends 
on  the  harmonic  parts  forming  his  body,  fome  of  which 
may  be  vitiated.  In  that  flate  of  illnefs  he  finds  himfelf 
deprived  of  a  proper  portion  of  faculty  which  renders  him 
inferior  to  man  in  health  ;  he  is  not  in  equal  affinity  with 

D  2  all 
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all  that  furround  him,  nor  acceffible  to  the  fame  external 
quantity  of  animal  fluid.  The  more  he  advances,  the 
more  his  inequality  of  motion  diminifhes;  his  currents 
weaken,  his  humours  encreafe,  cohefion  is  efhblimed, 
want  of  Harmony  immediately  takes  place,  and  he  dies. 

If  the  decreafe  of  motion  has  produced  that  havock, 
the  increafe  of  motion  analogous  communicated  in  time 
might  have  overcome  the  firfl:  obfhcle,  and  the  return  of 
health  might  have  been  undoubtedly  obtained. 

Of  all  the  repairing  motions  of  man  in  a  (rate  of  illnefs, 
none  feems  to  be  more  appropriated  than  that  which  he 
receives  from  his  like  in  a  ftate  of  health  ;  becaufe  coming 
from  the  focus  communicated  to  him,  it  takes  a  proper  di- 
rection with  all  the  analogous  character  necefTary  for  its 
admiffion. 

The  motion  of  man  in  a  ftate  of  health  will  be  then 
powerful  in  confcqucnce  of  the  latter's  weaknefs  ;  but  that 
empire  of  ftrength  being  only  employed  to  eradcate  ill- 
nefs, inftead  of  oppreffing  the  individual,  that  great  func- 
tion of  humanity  (hall  be  a  fituation  more  adapted  for  fo- 
ciety,  confequently  men  mufl  be  better  by  pofleffing  the 
means  to  render  themfclves  happy. 

In  order  the  better  to  unfold  thofe  proceedings,  I  mull 
be  permitted  to  employ  fome  companions  which  perhaps 
may  appear  ftrange,  but  which  will  tend  to  elucidate  phy- 

fically 
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fically  thofe  proceedings  by  the  exiftence  of  a  doubtlefs 
fluid,  ridiculoufly  denied  by  many,  becaufe  they  do  not  fee 
it. 

The  feruginous  matters  of  the  magnetic  currents  of 
the  world,  will  acquire  a  property  they  had  not  before, 
and  become  Magnets  or  Load-ftones  by  the  mere  opera- 
tion of  Nature. 

In  many  cafes,  Art  can  imitate  Nature,  and  even  furpafs 
it-,  (as  an  authentication,)  an  Artificial  Magnet  is  fpeci- 
fically  more  active  than  a  Natural  one  *. 

Nature,  conftant  in  her  proceedings,  by  giving  a  magne- 
tic virtue  to  a  quantity  of  iron,  does  not  determine  its 
poles,  but  in  the  points  which  are  diametiicaiiy  op- 
pofite,  and  in  the  right  line.  It  is  natural  to  conclude 
from  hence  that  Nature  has  a  uniform  manner  of  actin--, 
but  directed  by  the  knowledge  of  man,  fhe  is  luiceptibie 
of  encreafing  that  power,  and  of  concentration  by  her 
flrength  in  a  determined  .point. 

That  there  exifts  an  invifible  fluid  from  its  action  upon 
iron  is  well  demonftrated.  Is  it  to  be  fjppoled,  that  the 
Great  and  Supreme  Architect  of  the  World,  in  his  fliining 
and  profound  views,  would  have  created  the  general 
currents   which  apparently  rule  the  univerfc,    only  to 

put 

*  1  have  feen  at  my  friend's,  Mr.  L'Abbe  lc  NoMe'«,  at  Paris,  ar.  Arti- 
ficial Magnet  of  his  CompofitioD,  the  Activity  of  which1 
to  carry  more  than  aoo  weight. 
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put  in  a&ivity  a  part  of  matter,  called  iron,  to  form  arti- 
ficial magnets,  which,  in  their  turn,  mould  be  only  em- 
powered to  inftrudt  us  how  the  tendency  and  reciprocity 
of  the  a&ion  of  bod  es  one  towards  the  other  are  exer- 
cifed,  as  has  been  demonftrated. 

In  that  great  hypothefis,  let  us  fee  if  the  parts  of  matter 
are  not  formed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  participate  of  the 
fame  advantage. 

Of  metallic  matters  united  in  a  mafs  in  fome  places, 
or  fpread  therein,  none  is  fo  much  d.ffufed  as  iron  ;  almoft 
all  bodies  fubmitted  to  analogies;  furnim  a  quantity  more 
or  lefs  confiderable. 

Vegetables  contain  fome  alfo  ;  and  it  may  be  eftabliflied 
as  a  principle  in  animal  fluid:  a  proof  of  which  appears  in 
a  certain  quantity  of  it  being  extracted  from  blood,  Iron 
enters  in  the  compofition  of  man,  and  is  combined  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  fome  people*  have  the  power  of  moving 
the  needle  of  the  compafs,  by  only  approaching  the 
finger  to  it. 

From  thence  it  is  eafy  to  conclude,  that  the  general  cur- 
rents pofTefs  the  quality  of  putting  iron  in  action. 

Man, 


f 

A. 


.  Mr6  H  ,  an  m  lady  H»  L°ndon'  did> in  ,?86'  bef°rC  many  L**'"' 

.nd  Gentlemen,  move  the  needle  of  the  compafc,  by  •PP^«*'n«  £ 
"umb  to  it.  I  have  feen  M.fs  Eloifa  Walker,  m  Dubhn,  who  had  the 
fame  power. 
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Man,  by  his  conftitution,  will  be  ftrongly  faturated  with 
that  matter,  expofed  in  a  regular  manner  to  the  action  of 
thofe  fame  currents,  and  ought  to  acquire  more  magnetic 
faculty,  and  confequently  more  means  to  prevail  over  his 
like. 

In  that  circumflance,  the  will  of  him  who  gives  muft 
be  ahfolute,  it  is  that  which  more  particularly  determines 
the  fluid  to  be  directed  with  vehemence  towards  the  ex- 
tremities from  whence  it  efcapes  •,  becaufe,  in  a  motion 
which  tends  to  make  a  vacuum,  all  contiguous  parts  are 
forced  to  accumulate  near  the  place  where  it  operates. 

Prom  that  principle,  a  fick  man  may  be  in  a  flate  of 
imperfection  compared  to  a  fleel  bar,  and  is  in  that  ftate 
of  imperfection,  becaufe  he  has  not  received  the  magnetic 
operation  j  and  a  wholefome  man  able  to  magnetife, 
refembles  that  of  an  artificial  magnet ;  the  harmony  being 
completely  unfolden,  becaufe  the  regularity  of  its  fibres, 
in  which  the  magnetic  effluvia  is  always  accumulating,  has 
determined  the  action  upon  it. 

Confequently,  to  magnetife  a  man,  or  impregnate  a 
piece  of  fleel  with  a  magnetic  power,  is  very  near  the 
fame  in  communicating  the  action  of  the  lame  fluid,  re- 
ceived according  to  the  law  of  the  different  modifications 
of  two  different  Bodies. 

It  will  happen  for  a  time,  that  bodies  acting  will  ceafe 
to  produce  their  effects  upon  the  receiving  one  ;  that  point 

of 
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of  time  in  the  fteel  bar,  is  the  period  of  the  abfolute  re- 
gularity of  its  fibres  or  pores,  which  (hall  produce  the  re- 
ciprocal equiiibri urn,  and  in  man,  is  that  when  the  ob- 
ltacles  are  vanquiflied  by  the  efforts  of  the  fluid,  and 
where  the  parts  being  in  harmony  together,  the  refult  is 
an  infenfibility  to  the  action. 

This  circumftance  being  more  or  lefs  diflant,  partakes 
of  the  nature  of  obftacles  in  the  place  they  occupy,  and 
according  to  the  antiquity  of  their  exiftence.  Two 
wholefome  perfons,  though  of  a  weak  conftitution,  will 
by  degrees  obtain  ftrength  by  acting  harmonically,  becaufe, 
by  regulating  their  fibres  alternately,  they  will  render 
them  fitter  for  receiving  a  greater  portion  of  fluid. 

The  fame  Phenomenon  takes  place  between  two  bars, 
Weakly  impregnated  with  a  magnetic  power,  by  ftrength- 
ening  them  alternately  one  by  the  other,  their  power  is 
infenfibly  increafed. 

There  exifl:  many  ways  of  magnetifing,  which  ought 
all  to  be  fubordinated  to  circumftances,  to  different  ma- 
ladies, to  fenfations  of  the  patient,  and  to  the  re-action 
of  the  magnetizer,  which  I  /hall  explain  hereafter.  Ex- 
perience alone  can  enable  us  to  make  a  juft  application  of 
them  •,  and  I  repeat  it,  imprudence  is  very  dangerous  *• 

In 


*  I  would  never  advife  t  Trial  to  put  people  who  ire  in  good  health  intp 
a  Crifis,  to  pleafe  others  i  for  you  may  put  them  in  a  Rate  of  Cttalepfy,  and 
they  may  never  be  cured, 
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In  fuch  a  cafe,  power  united  with  ignorance  may  re  truly 
compared  to  a  loaded  piftol  in  the  hands  or  a  Child. 

Action  and  re- action  are  commonly  more  fenfible  at  & 
certain  diftance  than  in  too  near  a  pofition;  becaufe  that 
reciprocal  fenfations  are  confounded,  and  have  no  dif-  / 
tinctive  character,  whilft  parting  through  the  medipm  of 
the  furrounding  fluid,  of  which  all  the  Molecules  are 
elaftic  ;  thole  ferving  as  conductors  to  actions,  act  again 
in  proportion  to  the  obftacks  intended  to  be  over- 
come. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  though  the  exigence  of  a 
difeafe  be  evidently  demonftrated  by  certain  unequivocal 
figns,  yet  the  action  of  the  univerfal  Agent  in  its  immedi- 
ate application,  is  infenfible  to  the  patient. 

In  fuch  a  cafe,  we  ought  to  think  that  this  fluid  imper- 
ceptibly partes  on  the  local  vice,  becaufe  of  the  obftacks 
being  too  ancient,  and  confequently  in  a  ftate  of  too  con- 
fiderable  cohefion,  that  the  mats  of  the  fluid  Molecules 
exifting  between  the  Patient  and  the  Magnetifer  is  not 
ftrong  enough  in  proportion  to  the  refinance  of  cohefion 
to  be  overcome.  Then,  after  having  been 'in  communica- 
tion with  the  patient,  by  touching,  one  directs  the  extre- 
mities of  the  hands  over  the  parts  which  are  fuppofed  to 
be  affected. 

In  this  fituation,  with  fome  degree  of  attention  to  parti- 
cular fenfations,  one  mutt  feel  at  the  extremities  of  his 

^  fingersj 
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fingers,  a  ro-action  of  heat  or  cold,  or  fupinenefs,  which 
/hall  give  notice  to  the  operator  of  the  effeft  produced,  of 
the  particular  feat  of  re-action  and  diflance  he  mufl  be  at, 
to  operate  with  the  greatefl:  effect,  by  drawing  back  as  he 
feels  the  increafe  of  action,  and  advancing  near  the  point 
of  the  fuperior  effort,  when  he  feels  the  diminut  on  of  the 
action.  This  phcenomenon  is  produced  mCrely,  becaufe  at 
lhat  diflance  there  exifls  between  the  Magnetifed  and  IVfag- 
netifer  a  fufficient  column  of  fluid  put  into  vibration  by 
the  combination  of  the  action,  and  the  abfolure  ivill  of 
the  Magnetifer  ;  which  directing  and  accumulating  all  fluid 
Molecule  in  the  fame  point,  determines  in  this  circumflance 
all  the  Patient's  fenfations.  This  mode  of  operating  flill 
re-unites  the  advantage  of  commanding  and  changing  at 
pleafure  the  centre  of  activity,  when  it  is  perceptible  that 
by  means  of  reaction,  it  may  produce  a  flronger  perturbation, 
which  it  is  always  material  to  avoid.  A  comparifon  will 
form  an  ample  elucidation  on  the  diverfity  of  diflances. 

A  gun  loaded  with  a  ball,  fired  within  twenty  yards  at 
a  piece  of  timber  of  a  certain  thicknefs  (this  is  only  an  hy- 
pothetical datum,  which  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  mere  re- 
Jative)  fhall  not  at  fuch  a  diflance  produce  the  fame  effect 
as  at  the  fpace  of  or  within  fifty ;  becaufe  the  ball  fhall  noc 
have  acquired  in  the  former  cafe,  the  degree  of  celer.ty 
imprefl  on  it  by  the  refinance  of  the  column  of  air  which 
it  haswith  velocity  pafl  in  the  fifty  yards ;  but  befides,  after 
the  diflance  wherein  is  'produced  the  greatefl  effort  of  the 

ball, 
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•all,  whatever  it  paffes  over  diminifhes  the  more  its  cele- 
ity,  and  its  effe&s  have  a  certain  term,  and  will,  in  the 
:nd,  equal  that  of  the  former  diftance. 

From  all  that  has  been  faid,  I  mull  conclude  that  Mo- 
ion  is  the  principle  of  the  permanent  exiftence  of  the 
miverfe. 

From  the  combination  of  many  partial  motions,  the 
refult  is  a  more  confiderable  one. 

Animated  Bodies  are  particular  centres  of  motion,  but 
fonie  of  (hem,  like  vegetable  ones,  are  dependent  on 
jgeneral  motions. 

That  man  may,  according  to  his  pleafure,  contradict  or 
jappropiiate  to  himfelf  thofe  different  kinds  of  motions  to 
aa  certain  degree,  that  he  may  legally  either  increafe  or  dc- 
creafe  them  in  a  determined  point. 

That  bodies  aft  and  re-a£r,  upon  each  other.  That  from 
fuch  an  a6lion  and  re-action  well  directed,  there  refults 
the  harmony  which  prolongs  their  exiftence,  by  reftoring 
the  tone  to  thofe  parts,  in  which  it  might  have  fuffered 

iifome  dimunition.  That  the  above  circumftance  is  more 
or  lefs  diftant  in  proportion  to  the  ftrength  employed,  and 

(the  refiftance  of  obftacles. 

The  pupils  mud  not  think  that,  from  what  has  been 
fuperficially  explained,  it  follows,  that  they  may  without 

danger 
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danger  yield  to  . the  practice  of  this  Science.    That  r 
ter  is  too  extenfive  not  to  require  a  deep  difcernment 
found  ftudy. 

The  honeft  man,  actuated  with  the  defire  of  relie\ 
his  fellow-creatures,  will  be  fenfible  that,  previous  to 
yielding  to  the  impulfe  of  his  own  heart,  he  muft  dedl 
fome  time  to  obferve  with  patience  the  effefts  of  the  I 
which  he  is  poffeffed  of,  and  ftill  more  the*  metho< 
tempering  its  aftion  in  difficult  occurrences.  It  is  tl 
that  the  variety  of  cafes  productive  of  illnefs,  offer  to 
attentive  eye  various  means  of  inftruftion  andenlighte 
benevolence. 

End  of  No.  I. 


Next  Number  on  the  Practical  and  Experiments. 


ANIMAL  ELECTRICITY, 

AND 

MAGNETISM,  &c. 

DEMONSTRATED  AFTER  THE 

LAWS      of  NATURE; 

WITH  NEW  IDEAS  UPON 

MATTER  and  MOTION. 

IN     TWO  PARTS. 
By  the  Rev.   JOHN  BELL, 

*ROFE>K>R  *  OF  THAT*  SCIENCE,    AND    THE     ONLY  PERSON 
AUTHORIZED    BY    PATENTS    FROM  THE    FIRST  NOBLE- 
MEN,   IN     FRANCE,    TO     TEACH     AND  PRACTISE 
THAT  SCIENCE  IN  ENGLAND,  IRELAND,  &C. 

PART  II. 

POINTED  FOR  THE  AUTHOR.  M 


[ENTERED  at  STATI  ONERS'-HALL] 


DOCTOR  BELL's 


LECTURE. 


No.  2. 


No  Book^are  acknowledged,  except  Signec 
and  Sealed  by  me. 


This  Day,  the  /Y^C^/ 
RECEIVED  of  tJt* 
One  Guinea  for  the  Subfcription  of 
2  Numbers.      s  /^r^v. 


C  iii  ] 


PREFACE. 


TDEAS  increafe  and  are  renewed;  error  and 
truth  fucceed  each  other,  and  appear  by  turns 
like  the  fafbions  of  female  drefs. 

Arts  and  fciences,  like  empires  and  kingdoms, 
are  deftined  by  Providence  to  flourifli  and  decay. 
There  is  no  fcience  however  ufeful,  fublime,  or 
perfect  it  may  appear,  but  ftill  admits  the  polifhing 
hand  of  improvement,  though  time  too  often 
ferves  rather  to  veil  than  to  difplay  its  perfections; 
Whatever  has  been  difcovered  has  been  difcovered 
b^^legrees,  and,  air-balloon-like,  has  often  been 
neglected  and  renewed.  Human  knowledge  pre- 
ferves  its  revolution  round  the  truth,  as  the  ter- 
reftrial  globe  does  round  that  luminous  body  which 
cheers  us  with  its  rays.  But  in  the  progrefs  of  our 
knowledge,  Ignorance  ftill  attends,  and  reigns  al- 
ternately, 
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ternately,  as  darknefs  after  light.  It  was  fo  many 
Centuries  ago,  when  feveral  people  knew  this  fci- 
ence,  and  without  knowing  the  caufe  produced 
many  effe&s,  which  being  fuppofed  the  work  of 
witchcraft,  the  performers  were  put  to  the  torture 
in  thofe  times  of  ignorance,  and  confequently  the 
art  was  loft.  I  have  myfelf  been  looked  upon, 
by  many  ignorant  people,  in  France,  England,  and 
Ireland,  as  a  magician,  by  putting  feveral  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen  into  Somnambulifm,  or Jleep-walkingx 
and  in  that  ftate  have  made  them  eat  and  drink,  Jing 
and  play  upon  the  harpJichord}hy  telling  an  unknown 
perfon  their  difeafes,  and  prefcribing  for  them,&c. 
All  thefe  things  appear  to  them  wonderful  and 
beyond  the  power  of  nature,  or  of  human  art,  in- 
afmuch  as  they  know  not  the  caufe.  If  you  liften 
to  many  Doctors  and  Apothecaries,  whofe  prac- 
tice like  their  underftanding  is  very  limited,  they 
will  tell  you  that  Animal  Electricity  and  Magnet- 
ifm,  Sympathy  and  Antipathy,  &c.  is  all  a  cheat ; 
there  is  not  fuch  a  thing  in  nature ;  the  former  is 
afraid  of  lofing  his  fee,  and  the  latter  the  advan- 
tage derived  from  his  gallipot. 

In  my  firft  part  I  have  given  a  philofophical 
idea  of  the  theory ;  I  (hall  now  explain  the  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  manners  of  the  befl.  practitioners  of  the 
feience,  particularly  that  of  Doctor  Mefmer,  and 
ihofe  of  the  Philofophical  Harmonic  Society  in 
Paris,  Lions,  Bourdeaux,  and  Strasbourg,  Sec.  I  lhall 
neither  give  the  doctrine  of  thofe  called  the  Illumi- 
nated, of  whom  a  famous  Hibernian  is  at  the  head ; 
nor  that  called  the  Inf pirated,  of  whom  Cagliofi.ro 
is  the  apoftle  and  martyr  at  Rome.  I  confefs  my- 
felf  entirely  ignorant  of  their  religious farces ;  neither 
do  I  believe  in  the  agency  of  fpirits,  except  that 
which  guided  the  great  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  the  Spirit 
of  Truth.  I  mall  only  give  luch  principles  as 
appear  to  me  philosophically  reafonable,  and  on 
them  lay  the  foundation  of  that  feience,  in  the 
practice  of  which  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  fuc- 
cefs ;  and  by  encouraging  my  pupils  to  labor  in 
the  fame  extenfive  field,  they  may  reap  the 
fame  advantages.  It  would  be  too  long  to 
recite  thofe  of  the  ancients  who  have  written 
on  this  fubject;  I  fhall  only  mention  Find, 
the  Mofaical  Philofophy;  Tengelinus,  the  art  of  cur- 
ing by  Sympathy  ;  Paracelfus,  fo  much  known  hy 
his  Alkaheftical  Titlure,  &c.  Digby,  Friend,  Max- 
wel,  Mujgrave,  Bacon,  and  many  more  who  have 
treated  on  that  fubject.  Among  the  many  who 
have  cured  by  Animal  Electricity  and  Magnctifm, 

or 
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or  by  touching,  was  Phyrrhus  King  of  Macedon, 
and  Epirus,  who  ufed  to  touch  his  patients  with 
his  toe  ;  the  Emperor  Vefpafian,  who  performed 
many  cures  by  touching ;  Edward  the  Confefbr 
ufed  to  touch  for  the  fcrophula,  fince  him  called 
the  King's  Evil.  Several  Kings  in  Europe  have 
had  that  gift.  Louis  XVI.  when  crowned,  touched 
feveral  patients,  faying,  The  King  toucheih  thee)  God 
may  cure  thee.  It  is  fince  Philip  I.  King  of  France, 
that  his  fuccefTors  have  praftifed  it.  Valentine 
Greatreak  from  the  county  of  Waterford,  fo  much 
known  and  called  by  Boyle,  "  the  Jlroker,"  curqd 
many  by  touching,  particularly  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  and  feveral  of  the  firft  people  in 
England;  Doctor  Gafner,  at  Ratifbone,  in  1774, 
made  feveral  cures.  Mefmer,  and  moft  part  of  his 
pupils  did  the  fame  ;  and  I  think  it  muft  foon 
become  as  familiar  to  the  mind,  as  the  practice  of 
Electricity,  Inoculation,  &c.  &c. 


ANIMAL 
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ANIMAL  ELECTRICITY, 

AND 

MAGNETISM,  &c. 


1  HERE  is  an  univerfal  fluid  which  fills  all  fpace.  Every 
body  is  endowed  with  a  certain  quantity  of  electric  fluid. 
There  exifts  an  attraction,  or  fympathy  and  antipathy  be- 
tween animated  bodies.  The  univerfal  currents  of  the 
univerfal  fluid,  are  the  caufe  and  exiftence  of  bodies- 
One  may  accelerate  thofe  currents  in  a  body,  and  pro- 
duce Crifts  and  Somnambulif?nf  which  is  done  by  acting  re- 
ciprocally upon  one  another,  by  increafing  the  currents 
going  acrofs  their  interftices  or  pores,  in  confequence  of 
the  abfolute.  will  of  the  operator. 

As  there  exifts  a  general  and  reciprocal  gravitation  of 
all  celeftial  bodies  towards  each  other,  fo  there  exifts  a 
particular  and  reciprocal  gravitation  of  the  conlthutive 
parts  of  the  earth  towards  the  whole,  and  of  that  whole 
towards  each  of  its  parts. 

That 
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That  reciprocal  a&ion  of  all  thcfe  bodies  is  operated 
by  an  imperceptible  vapor  flowing  in  and  out,  as  you  fee 
in  a  loadttone  or  artificial  magnet,  forming  an  outfide 
atmofphere ;  it  alfo  produces  currents  in  a  more  or  lefs  di- 
reft  manner,  according  to  the  analogy  of  bodies.  Thofe 
of  all  bodies  which  can  aft  moft  effectually  on  a  fickly 
man,  is  one  who  is  in  a  good  ftate  of  health,  and  is  of  a 
fimilar  conftitution, — the  power  of  man  in  a  good  ftate  of 
health  will  be  then  more  powerful,  in  confequence  of  the 
latter's  weaknefs,  who  receives  more  than  he  gives;  it 
will   increafe    the    circulation  and  produce  beneficial 
effe£is. 

The  refpeftive  pofition  of  two  beings  atting  on  one 
another  is  not  indifferent;  to  judge  what  that  pofition 
fhould  be,  we  ought  to  confider  each  being  as  a  whole 
compounded  of  different  parts,  of  which  each  poffeffes  a 
form,  or  particular  tonical  movement.  It  is  of  courfe  by 
that  means  eafily  underftood,  that  two  beings  have  over 
each  other  the  greateft  influence  polhble,  when  they  are 
fo  placed  that  their  analogous  parts  act  on  one  another 
in  the  moft  harmonical  manner.  It  is  neceffary  that  the 
perfon  who  fubmits  to  be  treated  is  willing,  as  well  as  that 
the  operator's  mind  mufi  be  abfolute.  and  think  of  nothing 
but  of  the  different  fenfations  he  then  feels.  Credite  & 
volete. 

Therefore,  in  order  that  two  perfons  may  a£l  on 
each  other  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  poffible,  they  muft  be 
placed  oppofite  each  other ;  from  North  to  South,  is  the 

beft  : 
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beft  ;  you  turn  your  patient's  face  towards  the  South  ;  you 
may  treat  in  other  directions,  according  to  your  idea  and 
circumftanqes.  In  that  oppofite  pofition  your  atmofphercs 
are  joining;  and  you  maybe  confidered  as  forming  but 
one  whole,  acting  in  an  harmonic  manner.  When  man 
fufFers,  all  the  action  of  life  is  directed  towards  him  in'or- 
der  to  deffroy  the  caufe  of  fuffering ;  likewife  when  two 
perfons  are  acting  on  each  other,  the  whole  action  of  that 
union  acts  on  the  difordered  parts  with  a  force  proportioned 
to  the  increafe  of  the  mafs.  It  may  therefore  be  in  ge- 
neral alferted,  that  the  action  of  Animal  Electricity  and 
Magnetifm,  &c.  increafes  in  proportion  to  the  maffes. 

It  is  poffible  to  direct  the  action  of  Animal  Electricity 
and  Magnetifm,  &c.  more  particularly  on  any  individual 
part,  by  fixing  your  idea  and  directing  the  fluid  upon  the 
part  affected.    Our  arms  may  be  confidered  as  conductors 
to  the  animal  fluid,  and  ferve  to  attract  or  repel  according 
to  our  will,  and  ellablifh  a  kind  of  continuity  between  bo- 
dies.   It  follows,  from  what  has  been  faid  on  the  molt 
advantageous  pofition  of  two  beings  acting  on  each  other 
in  order  to  maintain  the  harmony  of  the  whole,  one  ought 
to  touch  the  right  part  with  the  left  arm,  and  the  right  foot 
in  contact  with  the  left,  &c.    In  that  pofition  you  are  in 
affinity  with  your  patient,  your  two  atmofpheres  are  joined  ; 
it  fhows  the  oppofition  of  poles  in  the  human  body,  and 
is  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  which  may  be  obferved  in  the 
loadftone,  or  artificial  magnet. 

B  Paracelsus, 
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Paracelsus,  as  well  as  many  other  anatomifls,  have 
admitted  poles  in  man.  Mr.  George  Adams,  in  his  Treatife 
on  Magnetifm,  juftly  fays,  "in  fome  future  period  it  may 
"  be  difcovered  that  moil  bodies  are  pofTefTed  of  a  polarity, 
"  as  well  as  one  direction  relative  to  the  various  affinity 
"  of  the  elements  of  which  they  are  compounded."  The 
better  to  conceive  the  poles  of  the  human  bodv,  we  ought 
to  confider  man  divided  into  two  parts,  by  a  line  drawn 
from  the  top  to  the  pubis;  all  the  joints  of  the  left  part 
may  be  confidered  as  poles  oppofite  to  thofe  correfponding 
therewith  ;  the  fluid  paffes  out  more  fenfibly,  and  in  a 
greater  abundance  from  the  extremities,  as  thofe  extremities 
are  confidered  as  poles  oppofite  to  the  right,  and  are  the 
beft  conductors  of  the  animal  fluid. 

You  may  give  polarity  to  animate  and  inanimate  bo- 
dies ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  increafe  an  action  to  a  degree, 
which  they  had  not  before  only  by  a  friction,  very  nearly 
refembling  that  which  you  give  to  a  piece  of  fteel  before 
it  becomes  a  magnet,  except  that  it  will  not  be  fo  pal- 
pable. You  may  alfo  change  the  poles  in  the  human  body 
pretty  near  the  fame  as  you  change  thofe  of  a  magnet. 
You  may  alfo  ftrengthen  or  increafe  the  action  of  Animal 
Electricity  and  Magnetifm,  by  animate  and  inanimate  bodies, 
as  you  may  increafe  the  action  of  an  artificial  magnet  by 
adding  more  magnets,  provided  the  poles  are  contrary: 
therefore  every  thing  is  Filled  in  the  univerfe  by  means  of 
an  univerfal  fluid,  in  which  all  bodies  are  immerfed,  and 
confequently  all  beings  touch  one  another  in  confequence 
of  the  continual  circulation  by  which  the  currents  of  the 

magnetic 
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magnetic  fluid  flow  out  and  pafs  in;  in  confequence  of 
this  you  may  affect  a  perfon  at  a  diftance,  provided  he  is 
of  a  weak  habit  of  body,  and  has  been  in  a  crifis  before 
you  put  the  column  of  air  into  vibration,  which  exift  be- 
tween the  perfon  you  treat  and  yourfelf,  that  will  affect 
him,  as  is  feen  at  a  concert  in  Weflminfter  Abbey,  or  other 
places. 

In  order  to  be  in  affinity  or  harmony  with  your  patient, 
you  muft  touch  him  by  the  hand,  as  there  is  a  circulation 
which  forms  itfelf  between  you  and  him,  and  tends  to  an 
equilibrium,  it  is  generally  by  that  mean  eafier  to  take 
your  patients  out  of  their  Cri/es. 

iou  next  hold  up  both  your  hands  parallel  to  the  head, 
and  bring  them  gently  down  as  far  as  the  pubis;  you  may  fol- 
low the  direction  of  the  nerves ;  then  fix  your  hands  upon 
the  diaphragm  oxjiomach,  where  lies  the  greatefl  abundance 
of  nerves  ;  you  may  put  your  thumbs  upon  the  plexus,  and 
put  the  nerves  in  motion  ;  you  may  alfo  fix  one  hand 
upon  the  flomach,  and  draw  the  other  towards  you,  by 
that  mean  you  attract  or  repel  at  pleafure. — There  are 
various  ways  of  manipulation  which  the  operator  makes 
ufe  of,  according  to  circumftances.  If  you  wifh  to  pro- 
cure fleep  foon,  change  your  pofition ;  get  either  to  the 
right  fide  of  your  patient  or  left ;  in  that  pofition  you  fix 
one  of  your  hands  before  the  head,  and  the  other  behind; 
keep  them  there  with  all  your  might,  till  you  feel  fome 
heat  in  the  palm  of  the  hand  ;  if  the  perfon  is  not  inclined 
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to  fleep,  you  muft  charge  the  head  in  different  directions, 
by  {hutting  your  hands  as  if  you  were  boxing — then  you 
open  them  quick,  and  this  you  repeat  often  ;  the  perfon 
feels  then  a  drowfinefs. — You  muft  keep  your  hands  in 
oppofition  as  before ;  by  this  mean  the  animal  fluid  gets  in- 
to the  abforbent  veffels — acts  alfo  upon  the  nerves,  which 
flimulates  the  body  and  produces  a  Crifis.    If  you  fee  the 
patient  too  much  agitated,  get  oppofite  to  him,  and  bring 
both  your  hands  downwards  from  head  to  foot,  or  as  if  you 
were  to  fan  a  perfon,  and  getting  backwards,  it  will  com- 
pofe  him. — Then  you  feek  for  the  caufe  and  place  of  the 
illnefs;  or  you  hold  the  perfon's  hand,  and  you  afk  him 
where  he  feels  pain,  as  it  is  increafed  by  treating  :  if  he 
does  not  anfwer  your  queftions  properly,  it  is  a  fign  he  is 
not  in  a  perfect  ftate  of  SomnambuHfm ;  you  muft  keep 
him  afleep  longer  without  fpeaking  to  him — you  then  feek 
for  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  by  extending  your  hand  at  a 
little  diftance  from  his  body,  beginning  from  head  to  foot; 
if  your  fenfations  are  good,  you  may  feel  with  a  little  at- 
tention within  yourfelf,  pains  in  the  fame  part  as  where  the 
perfon  is  affected — or  you  may  feel  at  the  end  of  your 
fingers  a  heat,  if  it  is  an  inflammation  or  obftruction ;  if 
you  feel  a  coldnels,  it  is  in  the  lymphatic'vefTels ;  if  bili- 
ous, you  feel  a  numbnefs,  and  many  other  ways  which 
different  conftitutions  feel ; — either  of  thefe  circumftances 
will  inform  you  where  the  difeafe  lies — but  by  touching, 
which  is  the  fureft  way,  you  foon  become  certain  of  the 
feat  and  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  which  fbmetimes  lies  in  the 
oppofite  fide  to  the  pain,  particularly  in  nervous  affections, 
&c    You  may  touch,  if  you  like  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe, 
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or  charge  it  as  you  do  the  head,  by  that  means  you  keep 
up  the  fymptomatical  pain,  till  you  have  rendered  it  cri- 
tical— you  fecond  the  effort  of  nature  againft  the  caufe 
of  the  dil'eafe,  and  act  like  a  ftimulus,  which  will  pro- 
duce a  fal'utary  Crifis,  by  putting  the  whole  frame  in 
action,  which  will  remove  any  difeafe  proceeding  from 
obftructions,  &c.  after  the  patient  finds  himfelf  compofed, 
and  the  caufe  of  the  diforder  diminiihed.  When  the  pa- 
tient is  afleep,  you  afk  him  if  it  is  time  to  take  him 
out  of  it ;  if  he  anfwers  yes,  draw  your  hands  towards  his 
head  down  to  the  feet,  and  rub  the  eyes  with  your  thumbs 
feveral  times,  and  wave  your  hand  as  if  you  were  to  fan 
a  perfon  who  is  too  hot — you  get  by  degrees  backwards 
till#ie  is  recovered. 

The  caufe  of  moft  part  of  difeafes  is  an  irritability  or 
fever  debility,  or  obflrutlions;  by  the  flownefs  or  abolition 
of  motion,  it  is  an  objlruclion  or  debility,  and  by  its  accele- 
ration produces  an  irritability,  inflammation,  and fever. 

The  feat  of  thofe  difeafes  is  generally  in  the  vifcera, 
as  the  intejlines,  the  fpleen,  the  liver,  the  epiploon,  me- 
fentery,  the  loins,  &c.  in  women,  the  Jlomach,  the  wemb, 
&c.  Thefe  aberrations  or  obftructions  are  an  impedi- 
ment in  the  circulation  of  one  part,  which  preffes  on  the 
blood  or  lymphatic  veffels,  and  on  the  nerves,  which  pro- 
duce  thofe  fpafms,  on  account  that  the  fluid  circulates 
flowly ;  for  that  reafon  thofe  perfons  are  the  fooneft  af- 
fected, and  put  into  a  Crifis,  when  theyare  labouring  under 
thofe  maladies;  if  thofe  veffels  prefs  upon  the  root  of  a 
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nerve,  the  motion  and  fenfibility  of  the  correfpondir 
parts  arc  quite  fupprefled,  as  in  an  apoplexy,  palfy,  & 
There  is  not  a  better  conduaor  for  the  animal  fluid  tha 
the  nerves,  as  they  are  fpread  all  over  the  body  ;  the 
abound  more  particularly  in  the  diaphragm,  ftomatical  an 
ombelical  plexus,  where  lies  the  root  of  the  nerves  whic 
extend  their  branches  ,'as  a  tree  does  its  branches  ar 
roots  in  the  earth)  all  over  the  body. 

Many  philosophers  have  thought  it  is  in  them  th; 
the  foul  lies,  it  is  through  them  that  the  Somnambuks  fe 
in  the  dark  when  their  eyes  are  fhut. — Wnen  you  tre< 
a  perfon,  you  mull  follow  as  much  as  poflible  the  dhectio 
of  the  nerves;  you  may  treat  at  a  fmall  diftance,  and  fi 
your  hand  upon  the  part  affected,  and  by  motion  you  pu 
the  column  of  air  (which  exifts  between  you  and  you 
patient)  into  vibration,  which  will  caufe  an  irritation  an 
produce  a  Crijis. 

Many  profeflbrs  make  ufe  of  conductors,  either  glafi 
Heel,  filver,  or  gold,  about  eight  inches  long;  they  have 
good  effect  in  fome  cafes :  all  this  proceeds  from  the  ide 
of  the  operator.  Mr.  Mefmer  tells  us,  "  When  you  mak 
"  ufe  of  conductors,  you  muft  magnetife  from  right  tc 
"  right,"  that  is,  the  poles'  are  changed. — I  have  repeat 
edly  produced  the  fame  effect:  by  treating  from  left  to  left 
except  when  I  have  put  a  perfon  into  afleep  without  ; 
conductor ;  if  while  afleep  I  magnetifed  them  from  righ 
to  right,  they  have  gone  into  a  Crijis, — others  have  awaked 
If  you  touch  the  forehead  with  your  right  hand,  you  mud 
put  your  left  in  oppofition  behind  ;  and  in  the  fame  man- 
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ner  to  any  other  part  of  the  body,  becaufe  there  is  a  re-ac- 
tion of  fluid  from  one  pole  to  the  other,  like  a  magnet, 
as  Dr.  Mefmer  reprefents  the  human  body  as  a  magnet ; 
if  you  eftablifh  the  North  to  the  right,  the  left  becomes 
the  South,  and  the  middle  like  the  Equator,  which  is  with- 
out predominant  a£lion. — I  repeat  it ;  it  is  moil  advan- 
tageous to  be  oppofite  the  perfon  you  want  to  treat  in 
order  to  cure  him  effe&ually.  Curing  confifts  in  re- 
eftablifhing  the  difturbed  harmony — the  general  remedy 
is  the  application  of  the  animal  fluid,  which  ferves  to  re- 
eftablifh  the  equilibrium  which  is  loft  in  fome  part  of  the 
body.  As  there  is  but  one  difeafe,  there  is  but  one  reme- 
dy :  if  motion  is  diminifhed,  it  ought  to  be  increafed  : 
if  there  is  too  great  irritability,  it  ought  to  be  decreafed  : 
as  it  is  on  folid  bodies  that  this  fluid  operates,  particularly 
on  our  vifcera,  in  order  to  reflify  them,  as  they  are  def- 
tined  by  Nature  to  prepare,  to  diffolve,  and  affimulate  our 
humors,  they  fhould  be  brought  to  their  equilibrium  by 
any  means  whatever,  either  by  employing  internal  or  ex- 
ternal remedies ;  but  we  ought  to  be  very  cautious  how 
we  adminifter  them,  except  fuch  as  the  patients  will  order 
for  themfelves  or  prefcribe  for  others,  which  are  generally 
very  fimple.  There  are  few  remedies  taken  internately 
which  are  good,  becaufe  when  received  in  the  ftomach 
and  the  firft  paffages,  they  experience  the  fame  elabora- 
tion as  our  aliments,  the  parts  of  which  analogous  to  our 
humours  are  affimilated  there  by  chylification,  and  the 
heterogeneous  particles  are  expelled  by  the  means  of 
excretions.  Thofe  remedies  which  may  be  given  will 
prove  to  have  often  the  effe&s  contrary  to  the  intentions 
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of  the  prefcriber,  becaufe  moll  of  them  are  very  aqueous, 
ftimulate  too  much,  and  will  increafe  irritation,  fpafms, 
&c.  and  produce  effects  difcordant  to  the  harmony  of  the 
parts,  which  ought  to  be  eflablifhed  and  reflored  to  theii 
proper  equilibrium.    If  treating  is  not  fufficient  to  pro- 
duce vomiting  in  the  cafe  of  a  perfon  who  has  too  mud 
putridity,  or  abundance  of  bile  which  has  been  too  Ion; 
Handing  ;  then  a  gentle  emetic  is  to  be  given,  or  mag 
nefia,  if  there  is  too  much  acid  ;  if  alkali  is  predominant 
order  a  folution  of  foluble  tartar  or  other  acid,  which  yoi 
think  will  agree  with  your  patient.    In  cafe  of  a  violen 
cholic  and  coftivenefs,  or  fore  throat,  injections  are  th 
beft.    Thefe  are  the  general  remedies  which  ought  to  b 
adminiftered  to  the  patients,  as  I  am  fure  that  all  tbof 
preparations  of  minerals,  &c.  which  we  fee  in  an  Apo 
thecary's  fhop,  were  never  intended  by  Nature  for  th 
human  body.      Modern  phyficians  have   from  an  in 
terefted  view  negle£ted  the  knowledge  of  the  vegetabl 
kingdom,   more  adapted  by  Providence  for  the  huma 
body.    The  diet  of  the  patient  is  whatever  Nature  point 
out  to  him  ;  it  is  her  who  dictates  what  every  man  ougr 
to  follow,  becaufe  fhe  feldom  deceives  us  in  our  manne 
of  living    It  is  not  what  we  eat,  nor  the  quantity,  whic 
does  good — it  is  what  we  digeft.    Animals  by  inftinct  wi 
never  touch  any  thing  but  what  Nature  has  dictated  t 
them.    In  this  their  inftinct  is  far  fuperior  to  our  reafor 
Spirituous  liquors  are  forbidden,  ftrong  green  tea  withoi 
milk,  coffee,  hot  aliments,  and  the  ufe  of  fnuff,  becauf 
it  irritates  the  pituirary  membranes  in  the  throat,  the  Ik 
mach,  and  the  head,  and  will  produce  crifpation  and  irri 
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tation.  The  ufual  drink  may  be  water  with  a  bit  of  toaft 
in  it,  wine  and  water,  or  good  rich  wine,  old  fmall  beer, 
good  porter,  lemonade,  or  different  fyrups — all  thefe  may  be 
ordered  according  to  the  cafe  of  the  patient.  The  eating 
may  be  good  broth,  either  of  beef,  mutton,  or  Veal,  chicken 
boiled,  and  roafted  meat.  Avoid  any  fait  or  fat  meat; 
make  ufe  of  any  fallads,  good  ripe  fruits,  &c.  Gentle  ex- 
ercife  in  an  open  air,  either  riding  or  walking.  Cold  or 
warm  baths  are  molt  excellent;  the  drinking  of  fome 
mineral  waters  is  good : — in  fa£t,  a  good  obferver  (though 
not  a  Phyfician)  may  cure  more  people  than  a  man  of  the 
faculty — becaufe  a  Doftor  never  goes  without  an  Apothe- 
cary— they  all  go  together  hand  in  hand,  and  do  more 
harm  than  good. 

If  you  have  but  one  patient,  and  cannot  move  him  out 
of  bed,  gather  round  him  as  many  healthy  perfons  as  you 
can,  make  them  rub  well  their  hands' — then  make  them 
hold  one  another,  and  communicate  to  the  patient:  this 
is  what  I  call  to  form  a  chain, — by  that  you  communicate 
to  him  the  animal  fluid,  which  will  vivify  him  if  he  is  too 
much  debilitated.  You  may  fet  him  upon  an  infulated. 
ftool,  as  when  you  eleclrify  a  perfon  ;  you  may  fet  him 
upon  a  chair,  and  make  a  healthy  perfon  fit  upon  the 
fame  chair  back  to  back ;  you  may  magnetife  a  tree  in  a 
garden ;  you  may  have  one  in  your  room,  or  a  fmall  re- 
fervoir  : — there  are  various  ways  which  depend  upon  the 
idea  of  the  magnetifer. 
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There  are  feveral  ways  of  treating  and  curing  ;  for  that 
effefr.  much  attention  and  prudence  is  required;  and  an 
honeft  maii,  willing  to  do  good  to  his  fellow  creatures  who 
labor  under  any  infirmities,  will  never  treat  his  patients 
in  public,  and  make  them  walk  in  their  fleep,  or  do  many 
other  things  :  it  is  very  well  to  convince  many  incredulous 
people  of  the  effe&s,  but  cannot  do  good  to  the  patient. 
I  will  fay  alfo,  that  a  perfon  cannot  treat  more  than  two 
or  three  patients  in  a  day  to  do  them  juftice,  and  thofe 
who  do  treat  more,  feldom  cure  by  magnetifing  alone ; 
the  patients  may  fancy  they  have  been  cured, — but  if  they 
had  not  been  fo  treated,  they  might  alfo  have  been  well ;  as 
their  treatments  are  long,  Nature  operates  and  is  a  better 
Doftor.  There  are  fome  who  will  firmly  afTure  you  they 
have  cured  people  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  off,  without  ever  having  feen  the  patient,  and  putting 
them  into  Crifes. — I  will  anfwer  them,  they  are  either 
fools  or  madmen  ;  their  imagination  being  heated  with  this 
idea,  they  are  like  vifionaries.  I  knew  an  ingenious 
Phyfician  who  faw  every  body  with  the  yellow  jaundice, 
and  another  who  thought  that  every  body  had  a  virus  in 
their  blood,  and  all  the  patients  who  applied  to  him, 
he  treated  as  having  a  Gallicus  morbus ;  and  another 
who  pretended  to  cure  every  body,  only  by  looking  at 
them:  all  thefe  are  fome  degrees  of  infanity.  1  knew 
feveral  perfons  who  fuppofed  I  had  been  treating  them 
after  I  had  left  their  houfes — they  fall  afleep,  fome  twenty 
miles  off,  and  they  have  related  this  as  a  facl  to  feveral  of 
their  friends,  while  I  was  amufing  myfelf,  and  never  thought 
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of  them ;  and  nevcrthelefs,  fuppofe  I  had  been  treating 
them,  and  they  might  by  chance  fall  afleep,  I  could  not 
with  propriety  relate  the  ftory  as  a  fact,  becaufe  it  mull  be 
repeated  often  to  hold  good.  I  never  reft  my  judgment 
upon  a  fingle  experiment ;  in  experimental  philofophy 
facts  are  ftubborn,  and  no  one  can  contradict  them  when 
repeated.  Now  I  (hall  explain  the  manner  of  treating 
and  curing  effectually,  on  reafonable  principles,  each  com- 
plaint particularly. 

Suppose  you  have  one  patient  who  has  a  head-ach,  you 
feat  him  in  a  chair,  the  back  towards  the  North,  orotherwife ; 
you  fitoppofite  to  him;  you  put  yourfelf  in  affinity  with  him, 
as  I  have  obferved  before  ;  you  draw  the  general  current, 
following  the  direction  of  the  nerves ;  you  hold  your  hands 
the  fame  as  if  you  were  to  hold  a  pen ;  you  feek  for  the  caufe 
of  the  pain,  which  may  lie  in  different  parts — perhaps  the 
patient  will  tell  you  if  you  cannot  find  it  out.  If  it  is  a 
Hcmicrania,  which  is  owing  to  the  foulnefs  of  the  ftomach, 
you  fix  your  eyes  upon  your  left  hand,  -which  you  direct 
towards  the  ftomach  with  your  right  hand — you  do  the 
fame  as  if  you  was  to  turn  a  pancake  ;  this  you  repeat 
feveral  times,  by  that  mean  you  ftir  the  atmofphere  and 
relax  the  ftomach,  and  may  make  him  vomit;  you  may 
give  a  little  warm  water  to  promote  your  operation  ;  you 
may  alfo  treat  the  head  by  drawing  the  fluid  downwards, 
if  the  pain  has  been  of  long  {landing ;  you  may  order  a 
vomit  or  a  gentle  purge,  and  treat  them  every  day,  and 
after  order  bitters  to  ftrengthen  the  ftomach.  There  arc 
different  head-achs,  as  the  Cephalalgia,  when  the  head  is 
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affc&ed  flightly  in  one  particular  part.  Crphalaa  is  when 
the  whole  head  is  affecled,  and  one  fide  only  is  called 
Harder ania,  and  a  fmall  fpot  affe£ted  is  called  Clavis  Hif- 
tericus.  Thefe  various  head-achs  arife  from  different 
caufes :  if  it  proceeds  from  obftruclions,  Crifes  are  very 
falutary,  a£  they  put  the  whole  body  into  motion,  and  will 
remove  the  caufe.  Treating  the  part  which  you  think  is 
affe&ed  is  very  neceffary  ;  you  do  the  fame  with  one 
hand  or  both,  by  drawing  your  hands  towards  you  feveral 
times  as  before.  To  treat  the  head  you  may  apply  your 
hands  upon  the  temples,  and  put  your  thumb  upon  the 
frontal  fmus,  which  will  often  remove  it. 

Deafness. 

If  the  want  of  hearing  proceeds  fometimes  from  i 
fault  in  the  ftruclure  of  the  ear,  there  is  no  cure.  If  it 
proceeds  from  cold,  fever,  hard  wax  or  drynefs,  you  may 
magnetife  according  to  my  principles ;  you  keep  yourfell 
within  a  yard  or  two,  according  as  you  feel  a  re-a£tion 
[Vide  the jirjt  Number):  you  then  fix  your  left  hand  to- 
ward the  ear,  and  you  move  your  right  open  and  bring  ii 
towards  the  left  hand,  and  do  the  fame  as  if  you  were  tc 
clap  your  hands,  by  that  mean  you  put  the  air  into  vibra- 
tion, and  guided  by  your  left  hand  as  a  conductor,  you 
apply  the  palm  of  the  hand  upon  the  ears;  you  may  put 
your  thumb  in  the  ear,  and  with  your  other  finger,  as 
you  hold  a  pinch  of  fnuff,  prefs  the  thumb  towards  the  ear — 
you  accelerate  the  fluid  into  it.  You  may  make  ufe  of  a 
conductor,  either  glafs  or  artificial  magnet,  and  put  it  into 
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the  ear,  and  prefs  with  two  fingers  from  the  bafis  towards 
the  ear;  you  may  magnetife  the  head,  by  drawing  the 
fluid  towards  you  :  all  thefe  means  you  are  to  make  ufe 
of  according  to  your  fenfations  and  judgment;  fometimes 
an  injection  made  of  Caftile  foap — warm  brandy  and  water 
will  affift  you  in  your  operation. 

Of  the  Tooth-Ach. 

This  violent,  though  not  dangerous,  difeafe  proceeds 
from  rheumatifm,  obflru&ed  perfpiration,  inflammation,  &c. 
this  being  the  cafe  you  treat  according  to  my  rules  :  if  there 
is  inflammation,  you  draw  the  fluid  from  the  head ;  you 
touch  the  temples,  the  frontal Jinus,  the  top  of  the  head, 
the  articulation  of  the  jaws,  and  under  the  chin;  you  may 
touch  the  tooth  with  your  index  and  thumb,  but  a  fure 
way  is  to  get  an  artificial  magnet,  and  as  your  patient's 
face  is  towards  the  South,  apply  the  South  pole  upon  the 
tooth,  and  touch  the  next  teeth,  and  after  draw  the  fluid 
downwards,  and  you  will  perform  a  cure. 

Diseases  of  the  Eyes. 

There  is  nothing  fo  difficult  as  to  cure  thofe  difeafes, 
and  none  of  our  organs  is  more  fubjecl;  to  be  affefled  than 
the  fight,  or  from  fo  many  caufes.  When  they  proceed 
f  rom  obfiru£lions  in  the  cuftomary  evacuations,  you  muft 
magnetife  according  to  my  rules;  you  treat  the  caufe, 
alfo  the  eyes,  by  fixing  your  thumbs  oppofke ;  you  prefs 
with  the  index  the  fluid  into  the  eyes ;  you  move  your  thumb 

oppofite 
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trppofite  you— and  may  rub  the  eyes  gently  ;  you  drop 
magnetifed  water  into  them  with  a  quill,— this  you  do. 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  you  order  a  little  lemonade 
or  fyiup  to  your  patient. 

The  Gutta  Serena,  Opthalmia,  CataraB,  Specks  on  the 
tyes,  and  Fijlula  Lacrymalis,  are  very  difficult  and  almoft 
incurable.  I  have  heard  many  Magnetifers  boafling  of  the 
cures  they  had  made  of  thefe  difeafes.  I  have  had  more 
praclice  in  that  way  than  many  of  them ;  I  confefs  can- 
didly I  have  made  but  few. — I  fhall  explain  the  bed  man- 
ner of  treating :— You  muft  know  firft  the  caufe,  which 
you  treat,  after  you  apply  your  thumbs  gently  on  the 
eyes;  you  rub  them  often— you  fix  your  thumb  with  the 
next' finger  at  a  diftance  from  the  eye;  but  I  have  had 
fuccefs  in  fome  cafes  of  this  kind,  by  making  ufe  of  an 
artificial  magnet,  by  fixing  it  at  the  diftance  of  half  an  inch 
from  them  ;  it  has  by  that  mean  removed  fpots  zxAGuita 
Serena,  proceeding  from  the  compreflion  of  the  nerves 
by  fuperfluous  humours.  I  have  dropped  magnetifed  water 
three  or  four  times  a  day  with  fuccefs;  a  proper  regimen 
is  neceffary,  and  fome  internal  and  external  application. 

Oftke  Epilepsy  and  Hysteric  Affections. 

Those  difeafes  .re  the  opprobhrn  of  the  Faculty,  with 
many  others,  as  they  cannot  be  cured  by  internal  medi- 
cines, except  when  proceeding  from  obfiruaions,  worms, 
or  affection  of  the  mind,  &c. 

In 


In  thofe  cafes  you  treat  according  to  the  rules;  then 
you  touch  the  head  on  the  top;— apply  your  thumb 
on  the  root  of  the  nofc,  you  endeavour  to  diflblve  the 
obftru£Uons  which  may  be  the  caufe  ;  apply  your  hand 
upon  the  diaphragm,  and  endeavour  to  put  the  nerves  in 
motion  ;  you  may  treat  at  a  diftance  alfo,  but  try  to  pro- 
duce a  Cri/is.—Br.  Andry,  and  Touret,  at  Paris,  have  cured 
feveral  Epileptics  by  applying  artificial  magnets  round  the 
head,  or  like  a  horfe  fhoe,  applied  upon  the  top  of  the 
head  ;  when  they  are  in  a  fit,  apply  a  magnet  in  each 
hand,  it  will  foon  recover  them.  I  have  brought  fome 
to,  by  applying  a  key  in  their  hands;  they  are  very  good 
in  fpa/ms,  fainting,  and  cramps — by  applying  the  magnet 
under  the  foot,  it  ceafes  inftantly. 

Of  the  Schrophula,  called  the  King's  Evil. 

This  difeafe  is  a  difgrace  to  phyfic.  Some  perfons 
have  had  the  gift  of  curing  by  touching. — I  have  feen  in 
London  two  perfons  who  had  been  touched  by  a  man 
after  he  was  hanged — they  were  relieved ;  but  I  really  be- 
lieve it  was  the  force  of  imagination,  being  frightened  by 
the  dead  man  made  fuch  a  revolution  in  the  blood,  that  it 
removed  the  obftru£lion  in  the  glands.  You  may  touch 
your  patient  in  thofe  parts,  and  draw  the  effluvia  in  order 
to  refolve  the  glands  :  if  there  is  an  ulcer,  order  the  per- 
fon  to  bathe  the  part  with  magnetifed  water,  and  keep  a  bit 
of  rag  always  upon  the  part. — Sea-bathing,  deco&ion  of 
celery,  and  hemlock  juice  may  be  tried,  befides  treating. 


Sore 
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Sore  throat,  or  any  inflammation  in  the  head,  is  to  I 
treated  by  drawing  the  fluid  out  of  the  part,  either  by  pu 
ting  yourfelf  in  oppofition,  or  by  {landing  on  one  fid 
and  putting  one  hand  behind  the  neck,  and  the  other  b 
fore. 

Of  the  Palsy. 

The  Palfy,  when  it  happens  to  an  old  perfon,  or  h 
been  of  long  {landing,  is  feldom  cured;  but  if 
happens  to  a  middling  age,  and  one  fide  only  is  ftruc 
called  an  Hemiphlegia,  a  cure  will  be  effected  1 
being  treated  foon  after. — You  may  magnetife  yo 
patient  oppofite  as  ufual.  After  you  turn  the  fn 
affe&ed  towards  the  North,  you  treat  the  oppofite  fid 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be  where  lies  the  caufe  :  you  m 
touch  with  one  hand  along  the  back-bone,  or  within  ; 
inch  from  it,  along  the  great  intercojlal,  by  applying  yo 
right  hand  upon  the  ftomach ;  you  treat  him  about  t\ 
hours ;  if  you  can  put  him  into  a  Crifis,  which  is  ve 
eafy,  you  may  expe£t  to  cure  him.— You  make  him  1 
up  his  bad  arm,  or  have  fomebody  to  fupport  it;  you  p 
a  conductor  in  his  hand  to  attract  the  univerfa!  fluid;  y< 
may  infulate  him,  and  turn  the  part  affefted  towards  ti 
North — tie  a  filk  firing  to  the  ceiling,  at  the  end  of 
have  a  flrong  compounded  magnet — the  North  pole  p 
rallel  to  the  hand — to  the  other  hand  tie  likewife  anoth 
firing,  at  the  end  of  which  there  is  a  large  piece  of  in 
whofe  furface  is  larger  than  the  magnet;  have  an  ele&r 
machine,  and  conneft  the  chain  to  the  patient,  then  ma! 
him  ftretch  his  arms — then  touch  the  magnet  and  the  pie< 
of  iron  together,  or  one  after  another,  to  the  extremiti 
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of  the  hands,  it  will  cure  him ;  I  have  cured  feveral  that 
way  :  but  this  does  not  belong  to  Animal  Magnetifm,  fay 
many.  But  has  not  a  magnetifer  a  right  to  cure  his  patients 
as  foon  as  poffible,  and  employ  every  means  his  mind 
fuggefts  to  him  ?  It  is  not  fo  among  the  faculty,  they  muft 
cure  or  kill  \\\zm—ftcunda?n  artcm,  according  to  art.  A 
general  vomit  or  purge  is  often  neceffary;  the  diet  muft  be 
good ;  if  the  tongue  is  affecfed,  put  a  conductor  upon  it,  or 
an  artificial  magnet,  Fuch  as  you  make  ufe  of  for  the  teeth, 
by  preffing  the  fluid  from  the  bafis  towards  the  point  on 
the  tongue  :  fometimes  a  little  gargarifm  is  ufeful.  Elec- 
tricity and  the  cold  bath  are  very  good. 


Rheumatism. 


Nothing  is  more  common  in  this  country  than  that 
difeafe,  on  account  of  the  dampnefs  and  change  of  the 
weather,  which  will  abforb  the  ele£lric  and  magnetic 
fluid  from  flying  off  fuch  and  fuch  parts,  particularly  from 
the  feet,  from  whence  there  flies  out  a  greater  abundance 
of  fluid  than  from  any  other  part  of  the  body.  It  is  for  that 
reafon  dogs  will  follow  our  tracks.  There  are  very  obftinate 
Rkeumaiifms  which  proceed  from  different  caufes,  and  are 
difficult  to  cure.  The  method  of  curing  this  difeafe,  is  to 
magnctife  the  patient  in  oppofition:  try  to  promote  per- 
fpiration,  by  putting  him  into  Crijis.  If  the  Rheumatifm 
is  in  a  particular  part  of  the  body,  you  muft  treat  the  part 
affefted  either  by  touching  or  rubbing,  which  is  the  beft. 
You  may  make  ufe  of  an  artificial  magnet  in  the  form  of  a 
horfe  fhoe.— Jf  the  Rheumatifm  is  in  the  kead,  you  apply 
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it  upon  the  top  of  it ;  if  it  is  on  the  face  and  teelh,  appl 
it  on  the  temple's;  if  it  is  in  the  hip,  you  apply  it  abov 
the  knee,  with  the  poles  up  ;  if  in  the  knees,  apply  it  o 
the  tarfus,  with  the  poles  up  ;  if  it  is  on  the  Jlioulders,  yc 
place  it  on  the  humerus  of  the  aims,  bone,  &c.  Elei 
tricky,  hot  and  cold  bath,  earth-bathing,  according  1 
Dr.  Graham's  principles,  &c.  &c.  Some  internal  ar 
external  applications  will  aifift  the  opeiation. 

Consumption,  or  Decay. 

This  difeafe,  fo  common  in  England,  is  difficult  i 
cure ;  it  proceeds  from  want  of  the  animal  fluid  in  tl 
body,  which  waftes  it  to  nothing  ;  therefore  it  be  necefTai 
that  the  perfon  who  treats  be  very  ftrong  and  health 
His  patient  is  like  a  child  at  the  breaft,  pumping  his  an 
mal  juice,  and  may  be  much  hurt  by  it,  like  a  child  wr 
fieeps  with  an  old  and  unhealthy  perfon ;  therefore  I  woul 
advife  you  to  treat  as  few  as  poffible.  Riding  a  your 
horfe  without  a  faddle,  a  cow,  a  bullock,  or  to  be  amor 
cattle,  is  very  good — to  fleep  in  a  liable,  by  commun 
eating  a  rope  from  the  bed  to  the  cattle,  which  ferves 
a  conductor  to  the  animal  fluid. 

Diseases  in  the  ftomach,  fo  common  in  this  count 
among  women,  owing  to  that  pernicious  cufiom  of  wea 
ing  flays ;  not  only  that,  but  they  muft  have  a  piece 
wood  two  or  three  inches  broad,  and  proportionally  thi< 
in  it,  called  a  bufk,  which  occafions  fo  many  difeaf< 
They  fhould  be  loofe  round  the  body. — You  treat  tl 
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ilomach  by  throwing  fluid  into  it. — Crifes  are  not  good 
for  it. 

Flatulency,  or  Wind  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
arifes  from  want  of  tone  in  thofe  parts. — It  is  to  be  treated 
upwards,  which  will  make  the  patient  break  wind  and 
produce  a  Crifis,  which  is  the  beft.  After  the  Cri/is,  you 
muft  treat  the  flomach  downwards  in  order  to  fettle  it — 
you  may  order  carminatives. 

Bile  on  the  Stomach  is  treated  upwards;  alfo  to  make 
the  patient  vomit,  and  Crifes  are  good  for  it — a  glafs  of 
matrnetifed  water  after  will  fettle  the  ftomach.  In  all 
forts  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  liver,  &c.  vou  treat 
towards  you,  and  avoid  the  Crifes,  as  well  as  when  thofe 
parts  are  ulcerated.  In  the  Stone  and  Gravel  you  treat , 
throw  a  quantity  of  fluid  and  produce  Crifis,  it  will  pro- 
mote evacuation,  which  may  do  fervice  to  the  patient. 
I  knew  a  Gentleman  in  London,  juft  come  from  fchool, 
who  told  me  he  had  diffolved  in  a  little  time  a  ftone  in 
the  bladder,  about  four  ounces,  by  magneti-fing  only. — 
I  advifed  him  to  treat  the  London  Monument,  and  carry 
it  into  St.  George's- Fields,  he  would  have  five  hundred 
pounds  reward. 

In  external  Swellings,  or  Ulcers,  draw  towards  you,  and 
bathe  with  magnetifed  water. 


Pregnant  women,  and  in  labour,  may  be  treated 
without  a  Crifis.   I  have  magnetifed  women  in  labour,  and 
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put  ihem  afleep  while  the  Acoucheur  was  performing  hi« 
duty;  the  woman  did  not  recollect  it,  and  was  furprifec 
afterwards.  I  have  put  a  man  afleep  who  had  an  Hydro 
eel ;  the  furgeon  performed  the  operation, — but  the  pa 
tient  never  recollected  any  thing  after. — Relaxation  ant 
the  blood  flowing  from  a  cut,  may  be  flopped  by  fixing 
your  thumb  and  prefling  the  fore  finger  over  the  part. 

Fevers  of  every  kind  may  be  cured  by  Crifes ;  it  is  dur 
ing  that  time  that  Nature  endeavours  to  get  rid  of  wha 
difturbs  her,  either  by  perfpiration,  vomiting,  &c.  Tho{ 
people  are  the  beft  Somnambulijls,  as  I  fhall  explain  here 
after.  It  is  very  eafily  underftood,  by  the  method  I  hav 
taken  to  explain  the  treating  of  the  foregoing  diforders 
that  an  ingenious  Magnetifer  may  treat  all  others,  as  i 
would  require  a  whole  volume  to  explain  them. 

Of  Nervous  Diseases. 

It  is  in  thofe  difeafes  that  magnetifm  acts  more  forcibly 
by  putting  the  whole  nervous  fyftem  in  motion  ;  it  ope 
rates  Crifes  as  well  as  Somnambulifrn,  and  offers  to  th 
attentive  eye  a  vaft  field  of  obfervation. 

There  is  as  great  a  variety  in  thofe  difeafes,  as  ther 
are  combinations  between  all  poflible  numbers.  Differen 
organs  may  be  affected,  and  diftinctly  from  others.  L 
fome  perfons  the  extenfion  of  fight  is  fo  great,  that  i 
feems  as  if  they  made  ufe  of  a  microfcope.  Some  of  (hen 
can  fee  in  the  dark,  the  animal  fluid  flying  in  all  direc 
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tions,  and  appears  luminous;  others  will  fee  the  fkin  ap- 
pear to  them  like  a  fieve,  and  fee  the  grofs  humors  or 
perfpiration  as  big  as  fmall  (hot;  and  by  rubbing  the  hands 
thev  fee  fparkles  of  fire  coming  out.    Mr.  Boyle  mentions 
a  perfon,  after  getting  half  fuddled  with  claret  (which  I 
fuppofe  relaxed  the  ftomach  and  his  nervous  fyftem), 
when  he  walked  in  the  night,  could  fee  to  read  moderate 
print. — Another  who  could  in  the  night  diflinguifh  colours. 
Grimaldi  tells  us,  "  that  fome  women  can.  by  their 
eyes  alone,  diflinguifh  between  eggs  laid  by  black  hens, 
and  thofe  by  white  ones."    This  finglc'faff.  will  lead  to 
many  things  which  I  fhall  relate  about  Somnambutes.  Wfc 
muff  not  attribute  to  zohim  all  the  fingularities  which  you 
obferve  among  people  affected  in  the  nerves;  it  is  a  real 
caufe,  as  that  which  determines  the  mod  reafonable  man. 
1  kjiew  a  Gentleman  in  London,  who  fliook  his  head  and 
arm  every  inflant,  like  a  perpetual  motion;    a  Lady  I 
treated  when  in  his  company,  had  the  fame  involuntary 
affection.     A  Gentleman  in  Cork,  when  in  company, 
would  pronounce  Peter  often,  and  the  fame  word  during 
a  week — then  he  would  pronounce  it  a  bad  one  during 
another  week,  and  could  not  help  it.   There  are  different 
methods  of  treating  thofe  difeafes,  either  by  treating  with- 
out Crifes,  or  with  it ;  fuch  people  are  the  beft  Somnambuln. 
If  a  perfon  is  irritable,  you  treat  gently,  in  oppofition; 
by  drawing  a  certain  quantity  of  fluid  from  him;  if  on 
the  contrary  you  throw  the  fluid  towards  him,  you  may 
put  him  into  a  gentle  Crifis  ;  if  the  patient  has  a  trembling 
of  the  limbs  like  the  head,  you  treat  that  part ;  if  you 
cannot  fucceed  by  treating,   apply  a  magnetic  bandeau 
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round  the  head,  it  will  flop  it  inflantly. — For  trembling 
of  the  hands,  you  apply  magnetic  bracelets,  fuch  as  I  have 
made. 

To  magnetife,  or  treat  a  perfon  at  a  diflance,  k  no) 
impoflible.  The  manner  which  feveral  Profeflbrs  make 
ufe  of,  is  different. — There  are. Quacks,  in  that  art  whe 
pretend  to  have  found  it  out  before  Dr.  Mefmer;  but  thai 
none  of  them  dreamt  of  it  is  well  known.  The  facuit) 
of  our  foul,  thought,  or  idea,  can  perceive,  contemplate, 
and  unite  ilfelf  to  any  objecTrprefent,  diftant,  vifible,  01 
invifible. — That  it  has  actioi^upon  matter  is  well  demon- 
11  rated  ;  it  a£ls  immediately  upon  the  vivifying,  electric 
and  magnetic  fluid, — and  by  its  will  determines  it  to  be 
directed  upon  fuch  and  fuch  part.  We  know  that  oui 
foul  acts  upon  our  body,  and  forces  any  part  of  it  to  rr^ove 
in  any  direction,  according  to  its  will. — This  being  the 
cafe,  we  may  reafonably  believe  that  it  may  aft  as  well 
upon  merely  organical  matter,  as  upon  animated  bodies. 
The  Thought,  or  Soul,  goes  to  any  diflance. — No  obftacles 
can  refill  it.  It  arrives  and  unites  itfelf,  by.,a  fympathetic 
power,  to  anv  object  it  wifhes,  without  a  Mafler  of  Cere- 
monies ;  neither  the  fize  of  the  body,  its  ftrength,  or  figure 
impede — all  give  way  ; — the  union  is  made  in  an  inttant 
— the  will,  and  the  will  only  is  the  caufe  of  it,  becaufe  it 
directs  the  fluid  towards  the  difeafes  and  affected  vifccra, 
by  fixing  them  in  your  imagination,  as  much  as  it  is  pof- 
fiblc,  and  by  that  mean  it  will  force  the  magnetic  fluid 
to  touch  and  to  penetrate  to  a  great  diflance,  any  bodies 
to  which  the  foul  is  willing  to  unite  herfelf,  and  to  re- 
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eflablifh  the  animal  ceconomy,  of  which  flie  is  the  inde- 
ftrucYible  principle. 

These  reflexions  fhow  the  poflibility  and  the  mean 
made  ufe  of,  to  treat  a  perfon  at  a  diflance — of  which 
experience  will  fhow  the  reality,  and  an  ingenious  mind 
may  make  many  curious  experiments,  and  by  repeated 
trials  will  convince  us. 

To  treat  a  perfon  at  a  diftance,  from  one  houfe  to 
another,  is  poffible — provided  you,  have  feen  the  perfon 
before,  and  put  him  in  a  Crifis.  The  manner  you  do  this, 
is  to  know  where  the  perfon  is,  and  fix  the  hour  by  your 
watch,  and  have  f  >me  friends  with  the  patient  to  divert 
him  :  you  mull  be  alone  in  a  room  to  avoid  any  noife, 
or  any  thing  to  diftra£l  the  attention  of  your  mind.  In  that 
pofition  you  paint  the  perfon  in  your  imagination — vou 
reprefent  in  your  idea  the  part  which  you  fuppofe  affe&ed, 
and  you  treat  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  the  perfon  was  be-  . 
fore  you. — That  fympathy  of  body  and  mind  which  exifts 
between  you  and  him,  will  produce  a  Crifis  and  Somnam- 
bulifm — that  phenomenon  is  very  interelting. 

You  may  alfo  from  the  fame  principles  treat  a  perfon 
in  the  fame  room,  without  his  or  her  knowledge,  by 
fixing  your  mind  and  your  eyes  upon  the  part  affecled, 
or  upon  the  heart,  ftomach,  &c.  and  produce  Crifes  and" 
Somnambulifin. 


Dropsy. 
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Dropsy. 

There  are  different  forts  of  this  difeafe,  according  to 
the  parts  which  are  affected.  I  fhall  treat  of  the  manner  of 
curing  the  A/cite,  which  is,  when  there  is  a  collection 
of  water  in  the  belly  proceeding  from  obftruttions,  liv- 
ing too  low,  and  fometimes  from  drinking  fpirits  or 
cold  water  when  the  body  is  hot.  You  treat  the  patient 
in  oppofition ;  you  fix  your  hands  upon  the  part,  either 
at  a  diftance,  or  by  applying  the  hands  on  the  belly;  you 
try  to  produce  a  Crifis,  which  is  the  quickeft  way.  You 
may  apply  a  magnetifed  bell-glafs  on  the  belly  when  the 
patient  is  in  bed,  the  fame  on  the  legs  if  they  are  fwelled, 
and  various  acceffaries,  according  to  the  operator's  fancy, 
Dropfy  of  the  brain,  of  the  breaft,  and  of  the  legs,  are 
treated  by  extracting  the  fluid  and  promoting  circulation 
and  perfpiration, 

Of  the  Asthma. 

This  difeafe  of  the  lungs  is  very  feldom  cured  when  it 
proceeds  from  a  bad  formation  of  the  breaft,  or  hereditary. 
If  it  comes  from  obff.ru6t.ions,  treat  the  lungs  and  put  the 
patient  into  Crifes  to  promote  circulation;  but  if  the 
afthma  proceeds  from  another  caufe,  as  violent  paffions 
of  mind,  humoreal  or  nervous,  and  the  patient  fpits  a  great 
deal,  treat  the  ftomach  upwards  to  promote  expectoration. 
If  the  patient  coughs  much  at  night,  give  him  a  glafs  of 
magnetifed  water  going  to  bed,  and  another  in  the  morn- 
ing.   Moderate  exercife  in  a  gentle  air  is  very  ufeful. 

Apoplexy. 
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Apoplexy. 

Th  is  fudden  lofs  of  the  fenfes  may  be  cured  by  apply- 
ing immediately,  and  with  proper  care.  The  caufe  is  an  ef- 
fufion  of  the  blood,  or  a  collection  of  watery  humours. 
There  are  two  forts,  a /anguine  and Jerous  Apoplexy;  it  is 
generally  towards  the  brain  that  the  caufe  lies,  becaufe 
the  blood  does  not  return  from  the  head.  That  being  the 
cafe,  you  magnetife  the  patient  either  in  bed  or  up  :  if  he 
is  in  bed,  you  ftay  at  his  feet;  you  magnetife  the  head 
downward;  you  may  get  at  his  right  fide,  and  magnetife 
as  before;  you  touch  his  head,  one  hand  behind  and  the: 
other  before,  and  bring  your  hands  downwards — you  muft 
raife  the  head  of  the  patient  high.  If  it  is  a  fanguint 
Apoplexy,  and  you  fee  there  is  no  change,  you  may  order 
a  bleeding,  or  put  the  feet  in  warm  flannel. — Let  the  pa- 
tient have  free  air.  You  muft  treat  him  four  hours  a  day. 

Night  Mare. 

This  difagreeable  difeafe  puts  the  patient  into  the 
greateft  torture  during  his  fleep ;  he  feels  often  a  weight 
upon  his  ftomach,  like  a  man,  cats,  or  dogs,  &c.  He  endea- 
vours to  cry  aloud,  and  fancies  himfelf  going  to  be  drowned, 
or  to  be  killed.  It  proceeds  from  a  weak  ftomach,  ner- 
vous affeftions,  &c. — I  have  attended  a  patient  who 
ufed  to  be  blooded  every  year  in  May.  During  March 
and  April  he  was  always  fo ;  but  as  foon  as  he  was 
bled,  the  pain  was  over.  They  are  a  kind  of  So?n- 
nambules.    You   may  treat  the   ftomach,  by  throwing 
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a  quantity  of  fluid,  in  order  to  flrengthen  it;  alfo  trca 
the  head  downwards.  A  glafs  of  magnetifcd  water  goirif 
to  bed,  is  very  good. 

0/"  Sensations,  looked  upon  as  afulh  Senjd. 

There  are  as  many  fenfations  as  there  are  poffible  dif 
fcrences  between  proportions. 

In  all  fenfations  we  muft  confider  three  things  — th< 
caufe  producing  the  impreffion,  the  nature  and  difpofitior 
of  the  organs  receiving  it,  and  the  fenfations  which  hav< 
preceded  it.  It  is  by  the  combination  of  thofe  affinitic. 
that  the  organs  of  our  fenfes  may  be  magnified  or  in 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  become,  for  every  obje£ 
which  they  prefent  to  us,  what  telefcopes  and  microfcope 
are  to  the  fight ;  confequently  our  fenfations  are  the  reful 
of  all  the  effects  which  objects  make  on  our  organ. 

Our  fenfes  can  only  draw  us,  more  or  lefs,  near  ti 
the  knowledge  of  objects  and  their  nature,  by  a  con  dan 
ufe  and  a  ferious  application,  in  order  to  attain  to  theii 
reality. 

We  have  a  great  number  of  fmall  organs  proper  to  re- 
ceive fenfations ;  but  the  habit  we  are  in  of  making  ufe  o: 
fome  particular  organs  only,  abforbs  the  reft.  Blinc 
people  have  different  fenfations  from  us;  they  will  per- 
ceive a  wall,  or  other  body,  before  they  touch  it. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  we  are  endowed  with  an  internal 
fenfe,  which  is  in  affinity  with  the  univerfe,  and  is  con- 
fid  ered 
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fidered  as  an  extenfion  of  fight;  it  is  by  thofe  means  one- 
may  comprehend  the  poffibiiity  of  finding  the  difeafe  of 
another — of  forefights,  prediclions,  and  the  phenomenon 
of  Scmnambulcs  and  Sybils,  &c. 

It  is  poffible  to  be  affe&ed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  have 
the  idea  of  a  body  at  an  immenfe  diftance,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  we  fee  the  ftars,  the  impreffion  of  which  is 
tranfmitted  to  us  in  a  right  line,  the  fucceffion  and  con- 
tinuity of  a  co-exifting  matter  between  them  and  our 
organs,  bounded  by  the  nature  of  their  form,  why  fhould 
it  not  be  poffible,  by  the  means  of  an  inward  organ,  by 
which  we  are  in  contact  with  the  whole  univerfe,  for  us 
to  be  affected  by  beings,  the  fucceffive  motion  of  which 
is  propagated  to  us  in  curve  or  oblique  lines,  in  any 
direction  ?  and  why  fliould  we  not  be  affected  by  the 
connexion  of  beings  which  fucceed  one  another  ? 

I  was  acquainted  with  Monfieur  De  Botinau,  who 
had  a  place  under  Government  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Helena. 
During  twenty  years  he  made  a  particular  ftudy  of  a  fenfe 
unknown  to  us  :  he  could  perceive  a  fleet  or  a  fingle  fliip, 
two  or  three  hundred  miles  off,  laft  war  he  defcribed 
Mr.  De  Svjf rein's  fleet,  the  number  of  fhips,  and  thofe 
which  had  paffed  by  and  did  not  touch  at  the  ifland. — 
Pie  could  do  more  : — At  fea  he  could  tell  the  diflancc  he 
was  off  land,  as  has  been  proved  by  repeated  experiments 
in  the  Channel.  I  cannot  fay  this  for  certain,  but  I  have  feen 
the  Certificates  granted  him  from  the  Governor  and  prin- 
cipal people  of  the  ifland,  and  the  Petition  and  Recom- 
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mendation  to  the  Minifter,  who  granted  him  1800  livre 
per  annum. 


The  famous  Bleton,  called  the  Sourcier,  or  Jprin<. 
finder,  whenever  he  walked  upon  a  ground  where  thei 
was  a  vein  of  water,  he  felt  within  himfelf  a  certain  fei 
fation  which  gave  him  notice  there  was  water.  Anotb 
countryman  who  {hook  wherever  there  was  water,  own 
to  the  elementary,  eleftric,  or  magnetic  fire  palling  throuc. 
the  pores  of  the  earth,  gave  him  that  fenfation. 

Of  the  Crises. 

The  Cri/es  are  an  effort  of  Nature  againft  the  diford< 
endeavouring  to  diffipate  the  obftacles  that  are  in  the  ci 
culation,  and  to  reftore  harmony  or  equilibrium  in 
the  parts  of  the  body.  Few  difeafes  can  be  cured  withou 
Crifis,  particularly  when  it  proceeds  from  obftruaions,  8 

There  are  two  forts  of  Cri/es. — The  natural  one,  win" 
is  attributed  to  Nature  alone,  gets  rid  of  what  offends  1 
by  an  increafe  of  movement,  producing  vomiting,  moti 
perfpiration,  &c.  Thefe  are  the  moft  falutary,  as  Natt 
afts  filently,  without  violence,  and  expels  the  obftac 
that,  impede  circulation,  by  moving  gently  the  molecu 
which  form  thofe  impediments,  and  go  off  by  perfpi 
tion,  &c. 

The  forced  one  is  fometimes  falutary  in  obJlruSti 
windy  and  bilious  complaints.    Thefe  are  produced  wl 
J  Nat 
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Nature  is  infufficient  to  expel  what  offends  her.  The  ufe 
of  Animal  Electricity  and  Magnetifm  puts  in  action  the 
whole  body,  and  in  conjunction  with  her,  acts  effica- 
cioufly  on  the  patient,  and  he  difcovers  benefit  and  eafe, 
particularly  if  it  has  produced  evacuations,  &c.  There 
are  various  means  of  producing  them,  according  to  the 
fubjecl,  and  the  caufe  of  his  difeafe.  Some  fay  there 
are  fix  degrees  of  Crifes — I  fay  there  are  as  many  as  there 
are  different  conftitutions  to  treat.  Some  will  alfo  call  it 
luminous  Crifis,  from  that  new  feci  called  the  Illuminated. 
All  thefe  are  imaginary.  Suppofe  you  have  a  patient  on 
whom  you  would  wifh  to  produce  a  gentle  Crifis ;  you 
muft  put  yourfelf  firft  in  affinity — 'then  put  one  hand  be- 
hind the  head,  and  the  other  before,  till  the  perfon  is 
afleep. — If  the  perfon  is  agitated,  calm  him,  by  drawing 
the  fluid  downwards  from  the  head;  if  you  treat  the  caufe 
by  touching,  it  will  increafe  the  pain;  if  you  put  your 
thumb  upon  the  frontal  fnus,  they  will  fall  into  a  Crifis : 
you  may  magnetife  your  watch,  and  to  fhew  what  a  clock 
it  is,  they  will  go  into  it.  You  may  magnetife  a  flower, 
and  give  them  a  fmell,  they  will  fall  in.  Magnetife  a 
harpfichord,  as  foon  as  you  play  on  it,  they  will  go  in. 
Put  a  perfon  between  you  and  the  patient,  and  magnetife 
him,  you  will  put  him  in.  To  magnetife  a  pond,  make 
the  patient  flay  on  the  other  fide  of  it — you  muft  ftand  op- 
pofue  ;  make  the  patient  hold  a  flick  in  his  hand  to 
touch  the  water ;  you  muft  touch  alfo  the  water  with  your 
magnetifed  conductor — the  perfon  will  go  into  a  Crifis 
immediately.  Have  fomebody  behind  him,  to  prevent 
his  falling  into  the  water:  it  is  the  beft  conductor  of  ani- 
mal 
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mal  fluid.  To  make  a  perfon  read,  be  behind  him — you 
magnetife  the  lines  as  he  reads,  he  will  go  in.  To  make 
a  perfon  flay  behind  you  oppofite  the  looking  glafs,  mag- 
netife with  a  condu&or  (he  perfon  in  a  looking  glafs, 
that  you  may  fee  him — the  re-a&ion  of  the  fluid  will 
produce  a  Crijis.  Magnetife  a  tree  in  a  walk,— make 
the  perfon  walk  as  foon  as  he  comes  near  the  magnetifed 
tree,  he  will  fall  into  a  Crifis.  One  may  put  a  perfon, in 
a  Crifis,  through  a  door,  from  one  room  to  another  ;  and, 
in  fa£l,  an  ingenious  obferver  may,  by  what  I  have  re- 
lated, make  a  great  many  curious  experiments,  provided 
he  has  proper  fubjetls. 

Of  Somnambulism. 

In  my  little  EfTay  on  Somnambulifm,  I  have  faid  that  it 
was  a  ftate  between  fleeping  and  waking,  partaking  of 
both  ;  the  patient  is  a  Somnambule,  when  he  can  do  the 
fame  as  if  he  was  awake.  Thefe  natural  Somnambules, 
who  get  up  at  night,  and  do  many  wonderful  things,  are 
"well  demonftrated.  They  are  difeafed,  and  may  be  cured 
by  treating.  The  Magnetic  Somnambules  are  thofe  whom 
art  has  found  out  a  mean  of  abforbing  or  fufpending  fome 
of  their  external  fenfes  for  a  while, — and  the  patient  eats 
and  drinks,  goes  up  and  down,  plays  upon  the  harpfichord, 
and  does  many  things  which  you  defire  him,  provided  he 
be  willing. — The  firft  I  faw  was  at  the  Marquis  de  Puy- 
Jegur's,  in  the  year  1784,  and  all  thofe  who  pretended  in 
this  country  before  were  impoflors — and  none  of  them 
had  yet  dreamt  of  it ;  and  for  all  this  we  are  indebted  to 
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Dr.  Mcfmer.    Whenever  any  perfon  has  a  real  Soynnam- 
i/u/e,  which  is  very  eafy,  by  care  they  have  a  treafiuc. 
They  are  called  by  us  Malades  Medecins,  or  fick 
Phyficians.  Thefe  beings  fee  in  the  dark,  and  go  through 
an  external  atmofphere,  the  fame  as  a  glow  worm ;  they 
have  befides  an  internal  atmofphere,  which  they  make 
ufe  of  to  perceive  objefts  prefent,  diftant,  vifible,  and  in- 
vifible.    I  have  had  feveral  who  related  to  me  what  they 
could  perceive.    All  of  them  differ  in  many  refpe&s,  ac- 
cording to  their  conftitution.    One  muft  not  depend  al- 
ways upon  what  they  fay,  on  account  of  their  differing 
fometimes.    You  may  make  them  move  in  any  direc- 
tion, by  your  zoill  alone ;  or  by  moving  your  conductor 
any  way  upon  the  floor,  they  will  follow  its  directions. 
You  may  make  them  play  on  any  inftrument  they  can 
play  upon  ;  they  will  read,  write  and  work :  all  this  they 
will  do  better  than  if  awake.    Being  deprived  of  their 
other  faculties,  they  become   ftronger.     No  Phyliciau 
can  tell  the  difeafe  of  a  perfon  better  than  a  real  Somnam- 
bule.    They  feldom  fail  to  tell  unknown  perfons  their 
difeafes,  and  prefcribe  for  them.    At  a  future  time,  when 
the  fcience   is  better  eftablifhed,   I  fhall  publifk  a  full 
account  of  the  theory  of  Somnambulifm. 

Some  will  accufe  me  of  having  faid  too  much: — but 
thofe  who  know  me  perfonally,  will  never  accufe  me  of 
relating  any  thing  which  I  cannot  demonflrate  ;  and  thofe 
who  repeat  thefe  maiveilous  narrations,  hurt  thcmfelves 
and  the  fcience  in  the  eyes  of  really  learned  men.  Thofe 
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flories,  like  tradition,  which  are  handed  down  from  gene 
ration  to  generation,  and  become  improbable,  like  an 
tiquity,  loofe  their  former  luftre.  I  would  advife  m 
pupils  to  try  thofe  experiments  I  have  fhewn  them  fir! 
and  try  the  others  afterward. 

To  make  an  Electric  or  Magnetic  a  l  Apparatus 

I  shall  not  give  you  a  full  account  of  the  Apparati 
of  our  Society  in  Paris.  It  is  more  like  a  grove.  Mini 
which  I  had  in  London  and  Dublin,  is  a  large  oa 
tub,  eight  feet  in  diameter,  well  pitched  in  the  infidi 
about  an  inch  thick  (that  belonging  to  our  Society  hi 
looking  glaffes  all  around  it),  infulated  upon  four  gla 
feet  bottles  of  water  well  corked ;  you  magnetife  th 
bottles,  and  lay  them  down,  the  neck  of  one  in  the  bot 
torn  of  the  other  all  round,  fo  that  the  laft  comes  t 
the  centre.  You  may  fill  up  the  fpace  with  broken  bot 
ties,  or  any  vitrifiable  matter,  brimflone,  or  refinou 
matter,  minerals,  &c.  fill  it  up  all  but  fix  inches ;  pu 
fome  loadftones  and  artificial  magnets  in  different  direc 
tions,  then  cover  the  whole  to  the  edge  with  fine  dr 
river  fand — put  the  lead  over;  place  in  the  middle  a  po 
limed  iron  bar  about  eight  feet  high,  with  fprigs  to  ii 
to  attraft  the  univerfal  fluid  which  concentres  itfelf  ii 
the  refervoir.  At  the  far  corner  place  an  Arbor  Vitt 
m  a  box,  and  place  under  it  a  flrong  magnet,  the  Nort! 
pole  upwards ;  the  South  pole  is  fixed  in  a  hole  upoi 
the  cover,  by  that  means  you  increafe  the  motion  of  th< 
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tree,  and  becoming  vegetalifed,  it  will  grow  without 
water.  You  make  holes  all  round  about,  eighteen  inches 
diftant — put  iron  or  brafs  conductors  behind;  fo  as 
touch  the  patients  who  come  next  to  it.  Connect  a 
chain  of  an  electric  machine;  infulate  your  patients, 
and  make  them  hold  hands,  it  will  increafe  the  action 
in  them.  You  may  treat  them  .in  that  manner — you 
will  the  fooner  put  them  into  Crijes.  I  have  had  all 
my  patients  round  my  refervoir  in  a  Crifis  at  a  time.  I 
could  not  attend  them..  You  may  have  a  tree  in  a 
box,  upon  infulated  feet ;  have  a  fmall  box  filled  with 
vitrifiable  matter,  and  fill  it  with  water;  you  may  make 
ufe  of  a  large  bottle  filled  with  water  only,  and  connect 
a  chain  to  it.  All  this  apparatus  may  be  made  dif- 
ferently, according  to  the  idea.  Some  take  every  morn- 
ing brimftone  or  lozenges,  and  have  brimftone  in  their 
fleeves,  and  rub  themfelves  with  different  ingredients  ; 
but  I  never  made  ufe  of  any,  and  produced  a  great  many 
effects. 

To  magnetife  a  tree,  you  muft  ftand  facing  the  North ; 
you  muft  have  a  conductor  which  you  have  magnetifed ; 
you  muft  then  point  it  from  the  top  of  the  higheft 
branches  to  the  roots ;  do  the  fame  from  the  other 
branches :  if  the  tree  is  fo  large  that  you  cannot  fee 
the  branches  on  the  other  fide,  change  your  pofition 
from  South  to  North,  and  do  the  fame — then  approach 
the  tree — clap  your  hands  round  it,  and  ftay  in  that 
pofition  five  minutes,  your  tree  becomes  magnetifed. — 
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Any  patient  who  has  been  in  a  Crijis,  or  Somnam 
bulifm,  will  diflinguifh  it.  Some  will  go  in  a  Crifis  a: 
foon  as  they  come  near  it ;  others,  if  they  are  in  Som- 
nambulifm,  will  difcover  it  among  the  reft. 

You  may  magnetife  a  myrtle,  or  any  other  fhrub;  i 
will  appear  luminous  in  the  dark. — You  may  magnetif 
a  flower,  by  putting  your  thumbs  in  the  middle,  an 
eftablifh  an  equator ;  then  drawing  your  thumbs  to  th 
extremities,  you  prefs  your  thumb  with  the  next  fingei 
and  you  throw  the  fluid  upon  the  flower — it  will  appea 
luminous  in  the  dark :  by  giving  it  to  a  perfon  to  fmel 
who  has  been  in  a  Crijis  before,  he  will  go  into  one  again 

To  magnetife  a  conduftor  or  a  cane,  put  your  banc 
in  the  middle  of  it — Aide  your  hands  to  the  ex 
tremities,  your  thumbs  at  the  top,  and  rub  the  extn 
mities  with  them ;  by  thefe  means  you  will  impregnat 
it  with  an  ele&rical  fluid,  that  feems  luminous  in  tl 
dark,  and  as  fulphurous  as  the  eleclric  rubbing. 

To  magnetife  a  fhilling,  or  a  guinea,  put  your  thuml 
in  the  middle,  and  draw  them  to  the  extremities, 
will  appear  as  a  ball  of  fire.  A  watch  is  magnetife 
in  the  fame  manner,  by  drawing  your  two  thumbs 
the  top,  and  your  index  under  it ;  eftablifh  an  equ 
tor,  and  draw  your  fingers  to  the  two  poles:  by  fliev 
ing  it  to  a  perfon  who  has  been  already  in  a  Criji 
he  will  fall  in  one  again.    They  can  tell  you  what 
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clock  it  is  in  the  dark ;  if  afleep  they  can  tell  you  the 
fame,  by  fhewing  a  watch. 

To  magnetife  a  harpfichord,  fix  your  hands  fpread 
in  the  middle,  and  draw  them  towards  the  extremities  ; 
then  rub  the  end  you  touch  the  firings  with  one  after 
another,  in  the  fame  manner,  by  that  mean  you  will 
impregnate  it  with  an  electric  fluid. — As  foon  as  a 
perfon  plays  upon  the  harpfichord,  make  your  patient 
touch  it  with  his  hand  or  finger,  he  will  fall  in  a  Cri/is 
immediately. 

To  magnetife  a  room,  or  a  bed,  is  the  fame. — Set 
it  to  the  North  facing  the  South  ;  point  your  conduc- 
tor up  to  the  ceiling — bring  it  down  towards  you — 
point  it  to  the  Weft  and  Eaft,  and  bring  it  alfo  to  your 
feet,  the  room  will  appear  all  luminous,  and  the  bed 
alfo. 

A  pond  may  be  magnetifed  in  the  fame  manner,  by 
pointing  your  conductor  over  the  furface  of  the  water, 
from  the  cardinal  points;  touch  the  water  with  it,  and 
make  your  patient  do  the  fame,  he  will  have  a  fhock, 
in  falling  in,  and  it  may  be  of  fervice  to  him. 

From  thefe  few  experiments  it  is  eafy  to  conceive, 
that  any  inanimated   body  may  be  electrified  or  mag- 
netifed,   which  you  pleafe  to  call  it. — I  have  lately  re- 
ceived information  from  London  and  Paris,  that  a  per- 
fon 


(   44  ) 

ion  may  kill  a  dog,  a  horfe,  or  a  man :  by  fixing  the  eyes 
upon  the  heart,  it  will  Hop  the  circulation,  and  kill 
them  in  an  inftant. — My  Correfpondent,  who  has  as 
little  faith  as  myfelf  in  thefe  ftoiies,  informs  me,  "  that 
in  a  buftle  in  the  Place  Louis  XV.  an  Huzzar  came  full 
gallop  towards  him,  fword-in-hand ;  he  treated  the  man 
and  horfe,  but  could  not  flop  him — having  his  gun  loaded, 
he  killed  the  man,  and  thruft  the  bayonet  in  the  breaft 
of  the  horfe.  He  treated  them  both  efFe&ually. — Others 
pretend  to  fink  a  fhip  at  fea.  This  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  an  Admiral.  All  thofe  pretended  experiments 
do  no  honour  to  thofe  who  relate  them. 

To  treat  one's  felf  is  as  eafy  as  to  make  our  arms,  feet, 
and  other  parts  of  the  body,  move  in  any  direction 
we  pleafe.  You  may  make  yourfelf  fick  in  your  fto- 
mach  by  your  abfolute  will,  as  well  &s  to  caufe  motion, 
perfpiration,  &c. 

I  shall  now  take  leave  of  my  pupils,  and  beg  of  them 
never  to  relate  any  thing  but  what  they  have  repeated 
often;  and  hope  they  will  excufe  my  Englilh,  as  I  have 
not  employed  any  Clerics. 


F    I    N    I  S. 


